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Association Notices 


APPOINTMENT OF SCOTTISH MEDICAL 
SECRETARY 
In our advertising columns will be found an advertise- 


31st, 


ment for a Scottish Medical Secretary to fill the vacancy | 


caused by the regrettable illness of Dr. J. R. Drever. 
Applications must be sent to the Medical Secretary not 
later than October Ist, 1931. 


KATHERINE BISHOP HARMAN PRIZE, 1932 

The Council of the British Medical Association is pre- 
pared to consider an award of the Katherine Bishop 
Harman Prize, of the value of £80, in the year 1932. 
The purpose of the prize is the encouragement of study 
and research directed to the diminution and avoidance 
of the risks to health and life that are liable to arise in 
pregnancy and child-bearing. Within this sphere com- 
petitors are free to select the work they wish to present. 
All medical practitioners registered in the British Empire 
are eligible to compete. Should no essay be, 
opinion of the Council, of sufficient merit, no award will 
be made, but the prize will again be offered in the year 
following ; in this event the money value will be increased. 
Each essay must be typewritten or printed in English. 
It must be distinguished by a motto, and accompanied 
by a sealed envelope marked with the same motto, and 
enclosing the candidate’s name and address. Essays 
must reach the Medical Secretary (to whom inquiries 
may be addressed), British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, W.C.1, not later than December 31st, 
1931. 


MIDDLEMORE PRIZE, 1932 

The Middlemore Prize consists of a cheque for £50 
and a certificate, and was founded by the late Richard 
Middlemore, F.R.C.S., of Birmingham, to be awarded 
for the best essay or work on any subject which 
the Council of the British Medical Association may from 
time to time select in any department of ophthalmic 
medicine or surgery. The Council is prepared to consider 
an award of the prize in the year 1932 to the author of 
the best essay on the following subject : ‘“‘ Sympathetic | 
ophthalmia before and after 1914.’’ Essays submitted | 
in competition must reach the Medical Secretary, B.M.A. 
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, not later than December 


1931. Each essay must be prey with a motto 
and accompanied by a sealed envelope, marked on the 
outside with the motto, and containing the name and 
address of the author. In the event of no essay being of 
sufficient merit, the prize will not be awarded in 1932. 








SIR CHARLES HASTINGS CLINICAL PRIZE 
The Sir Charles Hastings Clinical Prize, which consists 
of an iluminated certificate and a money award of fifty 


| guineas, is again open for competition in respect of 1932. 


in the | 


The following are the regulations governing the award: 


1. The prize is established by the Council of the British 
Medical Association for the promotion of systematic observa- 
tion, research, and record in general practice ; it includes 
a money award of the value of fifty guineas. ; 

2. Any member of the Association who is engaged in general 
practice is eligible to compete for the prize. 

3. The work submitted must include personal observations 
and experiences collected by the candidate in general practice, 
and a high order of excellence will be required. If no essay 
entered is of sufficient merit no award will be made. 

4. Essays, or whatever form the candidate desires his work 
to take, must be sent to the British Medical Association House, 
Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, not later than December 
31st, 1931, and the prize will be awarded at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Association to be held in London in 
July, 1932. 

5. No study or essay that has been published in the medical 
press or elsewhere will be considered eligible for the prize, and 
a contribution offered in one year cannot be accepted in any 
subsequent year unless it includes evidence of further work. 

6. If any question arises in reference to the eligibility of 
the candidate, or the admissibility of his or her essay, the 
decision of the Council on any such point shall be final. 

7. Each essay must be typewritten or printed, must be 
distinguished by a motto, and must be accompanied by a 
sealed envelope marked with the same motto, and enclosing 
the candidate’s name and address. 

8. The writer of the essay to whom the prize is awarded 

may, on the initiative of the Science Committee, be requested 
to prepare a paper on the subject for publication in the 
British Medical Journal or for presentation to the appropriate 


| Section of the Annual Meeting of the Association. 


| 


9. Inquiries relative to the prize should be addressed to 
the Medical Secretary. 





BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BrancH: West MIDDLESEX 
Diviston.—The fina! meeting of the West Middlesex Division 
will “be held on Monday, August 31st, at 2.30 p.m., when a 
visit will be paid to ‘ His Master’s Voice ” Gramophone Co., 
Hayes, Middlesex. The election of representatives for the 
forthcoming year will take place, and a large attendance is 


desired. 
[1409] 
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PERSONNEL oF INSURANCE AcTs COMMITTEE. 
Direct Representatives, 


1. As a result of the voting by members of Local Medical 
and Panel Committees, the following were elected as direct 
representatives upon the Committee for the Session 1930-31 :— 
Mr. D. E. Dickson, F.R.C.S., Lochgelly, Dr. J. G@. McCutcheon, 
Glasgow, and Dr. D. Lyon Stevenson, Larkhall, Lanarks. 
(Group “A”); Dr. R. E. Moyes, Morpeth (Group ‘“ B’’); 
Dr. W. H. Smailes, Huddersfield, and Dr. E. Welch, Leeds 
(Group “C”’); Dr. R. G. McGowan, Manchester, Dr. F. 
Radcliffe, Oldham, and Dr. S. A. Winstanley, Urmston (Group 
“D”’); Dr. J. C. Davies, Wrexham, and Dr. W. E. Thomas, 
Ystrad Rhondda (Group “ E”’); Dr. W. H. Pooler, Alfreton, 
Derbyshire (Group ‘‘ F’’); Dr. G. L. Lefevre, Longton, Staffs. 
(Group “G’’); Mr. E. Lewis Lilley, F.R.C.S., Leicester 
(Group “H’’); Dr. J. Steed, Staunton-on-Wye (Group ‘“ I’’); 
Dr. H. Rose, Wendover (Group “J ’’); Dr. D. G. Greenfield, 
Rushden (Group “ K ”’); Dr. H. C. Jonas, Barnstaple (Group 
“L”); Dr. T. MacCarthy, Sherborne (Grou MP): Dr. 
J.J. Day, Canterbury, and Dr. E. R. Fothergill, Hove (Group 
““N’”’); Dr. C. H. Panting, Leytonstone, and Dr. C. F. T. 
Scott, Willesden (Group “O”); Dr. R. G. Chase, London, 
and Dr. E. A. Gregg, London (Group ‘‘ P’’). 


Representatives of Outside Bodies. 


2. The following nominees of outside bodies were appointed 
members of the Committee for the Session:—Dr. Mabel 
Ramsay, Plymouth (Medical Women’s Federation); Dr. A. 
E. Cope, London (Association of Local Government Medical 
Officers); and Dr. J. J. Buchan, Bradford (Society of Medical 
Officers of Health); Sir Richard Luce, Romsey, Hants., was 
re-appointed by the Hospitals Committee of the Association 
as a representative of the Staff of a Voluntary Hospital. 


Members Appointed by the Annual Representative Meeting. 


3. The five members of the Committee elected by the 
Annual Representative Meeting, 1930, of the British Medical 
Association were as follows :— 


Sir Robert Bolam, F.R.C.P., LL.D., 


Newcastle-on-Tyne England 
Dr. H. Guy Dain, Birmingham and 
Dr. E. K. Le Fleming, Wimborne Wales. 
Dr. P. Macdonald, York 
Dr. R. W. Craig, Edinburgh Scotland. 


Sir Robert Bolam resigned his membership of the 
Committee during the Session and his place was taken by 
Dr. J. W. Bone, of Luton. 


ALTERATION OF CONSTITUTION OF INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE— 
REPRESENTATION OF NORTHERN IRELAND. 

4. Consequent upon the introduction of Medical Benefit in 
Northern Ireland, it was considered to be desirable that 
provision should be made for the representation upon the 
Insurance Acts Committee of practitioners serving under the 
N.H.I. Act for Northern Ireland. Recommendations were 
therefore made to the Council of the Association, and, through 
the Council, to the Representative Body, to the effect that 
the constitution of the Committee be altered by the addition 
of two representatives of Northern Ireland—one to be elected 
by the representatives of Northern Ireland at the Annual 
Representative Meeting of the Association, and one direct 
representative to be elected by the Local Insurance Prac- 
titioners’ Committees (the Committees which correspond to 
Local Medical and Panel Committees in Great Britain). The 
Committee’s recommendations have been approved and the 
amended constitution of thes Insurance Acts Committee takes 
effect from the commencement of the forthcoming Session. 


The six members elected by the Annual Representative 
Meeting, 1931, for the Session 1931-32, are as follows :— 


Dr. H. S. Beadles, Romford | — 

Dr. J. W. Bone, Luton 4 “ng “ys 

Dr. H. Guy Dain, Birmingham Wale 

Dr. P. Macdonald, York | UES 

Dr. R. W. Craig, Edinburgh Scotland. 

Dr. S. E. A. Acheson, Belfast Northern Ireland. 
CHAIRMAN. 


5. Dr. H. Guy Dain of Birmingham was _ re-appointed 
Chairman of the Committee for the Session 1930-31. 








ATTENDANCES At CoMMITTEE AND Sus-CoMMITTEER MEeetrnGs 


6. In Appendix A will be found a list of attendances a 
Insurance Acts Committee meetings and Sub-Committeg, 
during the Session from the 1930 Annual Conference ty 


July 30th, 1931. 
OstitTvarRyY. 


7. It is with great regret that the Committee reco 
deaths of— . os 


Mr. E. B. Turner, F.R.C.S., London, a prominent Worker 
for the Association, an old member of the Committee and 
the Chairman of the first meeting of members of Local Medical 
Committees which was called during the Annual Meeting of 
the Association at Brighton in 1913 for the purpose of 
considering various matters specially affecting insurang 
practitioners, and from which meeting arose the present 
Annual Conference of Local Medical and Panel Committees: 


Dr. T. Wood Locket, late of Melksham, Wiltshire, wh 
was a member of the Insurance Acts Committee for many 
years until his retirement in 1925, and who will long jp 
remembered for the keen interest he took in the welfare ¢ 
the rural insurance practitioner. Dr. Wood Locket was wel] 
known in Wiltshire for his services to the profession, which 
included the Chairmanship of the Trowbridge Division of 
the B.M.A. for three years, and the Secretaryship of the 
Wiltshire Local Medical and Panel Committee from 193 
to 1924; 


Dr. F. E. Brechin, late of Renfrew, the representative of 
Renfrewshire at the Annual Conference of Local Medical and 
Panel Committees; and 


Dr. J. E. Thomas, late of Bangor, the representative of 
Carnarvonshire. 


Sus-CoMMITTEES. 


8. The Committee re-appointed its Scottish Sub-Commi'te. 
Rural Practitioners’ Sub-Committee, National Formulary Su. 
Committee, and Additional Benefits Sub-Committee with the 
same references as before. 


MintIstry OF HEALTH DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. 


9. The Committee’s nominees on the Ministry of Health 
Distribution Committee are as follows:—Dr. H. Guy Dain 
(Birmingham), Dr. E. Lewys-Lloyd (Towyn, Merioneth), Dr. 
R. Godwin Chase (London), and the Deputy Medical Secretary, 
together with Dr. G. J. B. Candler-Hope (West Ayten, 
Yorks.), Dr. H. C. Jonas (Barnstaple), and Dr. J. Steed 
(Staunton-on-Wye) when questions concerning mileage are 
under consideration. 


Sir JaMes SmItH WHITAKER. 


10. A letter of congratulation was forwarded on behalf of 
the Committee to Sir James Smith Whitaker, of the Ministry 
of Health, upon the honour of knighthood conferred on him 
by H.M. the King. Sir James is the Senior Medical Officer of 
the Ministry of Health, and is intimately associated with the 
administration of medical benefit under the National Health 
Insurance Acts. He was Medical Secretary of the British 
Medical Association from 1903-11. 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS OF CONFERENCES OF LOCAL 
MEDICAL AND PANEL COMMITTEES. 


Constitution of Panel Conference. 


11. Members of the Insurance Acts Committee, the Exect- 
tive of the Conference of Representatives of Local Medical and 
Panel Committees, are entitled to be present at all Conferences. 
The Committee, being of opinion that this right should be 
extended to those members of Sub-Committees who are not 
members of the full Committee, has accordingly invited the 
members of Sub-Committees to be present. By this step the 
Conference will have the benefit of the views of a greater 
number than hitherto of practitioners representing branches of 
practice other than insurance practice on the questions affect 
ing any possible or proposed extension of medical services 
under the N.H.I. Acts. The additional members of the Cor 
ference, like members of the full Committee, will not b 
entitled to vote at Conferences unless they happen also to b 
representatives of Local Medical and Panel Committees. 
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" mendation A: That the words “and of its Sub- 
Committees ” be inserted after the word ‘‘Committee ’ 
in $.0. (iv). 








Dinner Committee. 


i Order (xix) of the Conference at present 
12. ema 3B pice wae A of a Conference Dinner Com- 
rovides sisting of the Chairman and seven other members 
Bee saference. It is not considered necessary to have such 
of the Committee for this purpcse, and the Committee 
pe anis that the number be reduced to five in all. 
I 


mendation B: That Standing Order (xix) of the 
Me Conference be amended to read as follows :— 


(xix) Dinner Committee. At each Annual Confer- 
ence there shall be appointed a Conference Dinner Com- 
mittee, formed of five members of the Conference, to 
take all necessary steps to arrange for a Dinner to be 
held at the time of the following October Conference, 
to which the members of the Insurance Acts Com mit‘ee, 
amongst others, shall be invited as guests of the 
Conference. 


GrouPING OF AREAS FOR Insurance ACts COMMITTEE ELECTION, 


"43, In accordance with the promise given by the Chairman 
of the Committee to the Conference last year, further considera- 
tion has been given to the possibility of amending the 
grouping of areas for election by Local Medical and Panel 
(ommittees of direct representatives upon the Cow mittee, to 
ive effect to the desire of Nottinghamshire, Nottingham and 
Jerbyshire to be grouped together. No solution of the diffi- 
culty has yet been found, but the Committee has not abandoned 
hope of being able to find one. 


MEDICAL CERTIFICATION. 
New Certification Disciplinary Machinery. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 104.) 

14, Amending Regulations, previously approved by the 
Conference, were promulgated in October, 1930, for the purpose 
of instituting machinery for dealing with cases where a 
practitioner is alleged not to have exercised reasonab'e care 
in the issue of medical certificates. The Committee has dis- 
eussed with the Ministry the grouping of Insurance areas for 
the purpose of constituting professional Committees to which 
quéstions of a professional nature relating to certification may 
be referred by the Minister of Health. | These Regulations 
provide that where the Ministry is of opinion that there is a 
prima facie case for considering that a practitioner kas failed 
to exercise reasonable care in the issue of certificates, _ the 
matter may be referred for consideration to the Panel Com- 
mittee concerned or to a representative committee formed for 
two or more counties. The Committee has discussed with the 
Ministry the grouping of areas set out In Appendix B upon 
which the Ministry is consulting Panel Committees in the 


various groups, thereby giving them an opportunity for express- 


ing an opinion upon the formation of their particular Group. 
The Committee is of opinion that the number of members of a 
Committee formed for any Group should be from ten to fifteen 
members, and that there is no necessity for each Panel Com- 
mittee to be represented by a fixed number of members, nor 


‘for a large Committee to have a greater number of repre- 


sentatives than a smaller one. 


Certification and Alleged Excessive Sickness Benefit Claims. 
15. Careful consideration is being given to the action of 


‘the Ministry of Health and the Department of Health for 


Scotland in issuing to insurance practitioners throughout 
Great Britain a memorandum (Memo, 329/1.C.) which in 
eflect claims to prove that the inc:eased claims for sickness 
and disablement benefit are due to inefficient certification by 
a large body of insurance practitioners. A circular (A.S. 278) 
on the same subject was at the same time issued to all 
Approved Societies in Great Britain. The Insurance Acts 
Committee hopes to be in a position to report fully in the 
Supplementary Report to the Conference upon any action 
which it may decide to recommend the Conference to take in 
this matter. 


16. With reference to Minute 41-43 of the 1930 Conference, 
immediately after the Conference a copy of that part of the 
proceedings dealing with uninformed criticism of insurance 
practice which had been appearing in the press, was forwarded 
to the lay press with a request that similar publicity be 
given to the statements of the Chairman of the Committee 
and other speakers as had been given to statements of 
Approved Society officials, etce., during the 1930 annual 
conferences of the various groups of Friendly and Approved 
Societies The result may be said to have been fairly satisiac- 
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tory, considerable prominence being given to the views which 
were expressed by the Chairman and other speakers at the 
Conference. 


17. In a monthly periodical issued by one of the larger 
Approved Societies to its representatives a paragraph 
appeared which seemed to suggest that lax certification was 
responsible for the continued rise in the number of claims for 
sickness benefit. A protest on behalf of the Committee to the 
Society brought details of the apparent rise in the number 
of claims from a particular area during the local race week, 
and the figures were referred to the local Panel Committco 
for its observations. As the district covered by the figures 
involved two Insurance areas, a joint investigation was mace 
by the Panel Committees concerned with a view to ascertain- 
ing the probable cause of the increased claims, and the 
Committee is indebted to the Panel Committees for an 
admirable report upon the matter. This has been forwarded 
to the Society concerned. 


18. The Committee feels that much good might result from 
the co-operation of the profession in any investigation which 
may be made into the incidence of sickness among insured 
persons, and the above-quoted incident appeared to suggest a 
way in which the usefulness of such co-operation might be 
tested. The Committee has therefore offered its help to the 
Society concerned, and this has been accepted. Two mexnbers 
of the Committee have accordingly been appointed to confer 
with the Society’s investigators on the next occasion upon 
which a test is being carried out. 


Demands for Certificates on a particular day of the week. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 106.) 


19. Notwithstanding the statement by the Ministry, 
reported in para. 86 of the Committee’s Supplementary Annual 
Report to the 1930 Conference, that it was not aware of any 
widespread demand by officials of Approved Societies for 
certificates on a particular day of the week, complaints of 
the practice continue to reach the Committee. The attention 
of the Ministry is always drawn to these cases, and the 
Committee is informed that where the local Approved Society 
officials have acted improperly, suitable instructions have 
been issued in the matter. 


20. The practice complained of still continues, and the 
attention of all Approved Societies has again been drawn to 
the matter in the circular (A.S. 278) which was issued 
(simultaneously with Memo. 329/1.C.) to Approved Societies 
in June. It is hoped that this latest action of the Ministry 
will have the effect of diminishing the number of cases in 
which requests are made to doctors for the issue of certificates 
on days other than those upon which the certificate would 
ordinarily be given. 


Convalescent Certificates—Rule 11. 


21. The Ministry has promised to take advantage of the 
opportunity afforded by the next revision of the Medical 
Benefit Regulations to amend Rule 11 so that its application 
will not, as at present, be limited to cases where the patient 
has been under the care of one and the same practitioner 
during the whole of the preceding 28 days. It is understood 
that a similar amendment will be made to Rule 11 of the 
Scottish Medical Certification Rules. 


22. The Committee also pressed for the shortening of the 
pericd which must elapse before a convalescent certificate can 
be given, but this the Societies’ representatives were not pre- 


pared to concede. It is pointed out, however, that if in cases 


where the practitioner is of opinion, before the 28 days have 
elapsed, that the patient should leave home for convalescence, 
a note to this effect is inserted in the space for “‘ remarks ”’ 
on the ordinary certifieate, the Society’s consent can then 
be obtained in advance, when the period of convalescence could 
commence from the date of issue of the convalescent certificate. 


23. The Committee, in agreeing to the above propcsals, bas 
pointed out to the Ministry that they only form part of the 
suggestions put forward for improvement of the pcsi‘ion 
under Rule 11. 

Certification on Change of Doctor During Illness. 

(For position in Scotland, see para. 105.) 

24. When the following proposal of the 1928 Annual Con- 
ference was discussed with the Ministry of Health in 1929, the 
latter agreed with the view expressed and gave an assurance 
that an amendment of the Certification Rules necessary to 
to give effect to it would be made :— 

‘That an insurance practitioner, accepting on his list 
an insured person who is incapable of work and who has 
previously been receiving certificates from another 
practitioner in the course of the same illness, should issue 


| 


REA RRS SNA Ls RN eran 


























152 Ava. 29, 1931) 











) 
[ec SUPPLEMENT 10 ip 





——— ae EEE 
— SR SE TET IED ELITE eeciues 


the initial certificate in the form of a First Certificate, 
it being the insured person's duty to complete, on the 
reverse side of the certificate the particulars relative to 
the continuance of his illness.’’ 


It is understood, however, that the Ministry will make refer- 
ence to this matter in the next circular to insurance practi- 
tioners on certification questions, and the Committee has not 
pressed for an amendment of the Certification Rules. An 
assurance has been given that a draft of the memorandum 
to insurance practitioners on this and other certification 
matters will be submitted to the Committee beforehand, 


Certificates for Friendly Society Members over 65 years of age. 

25. The issue by a Friendly Society of a printed notice to 
its members over 65 years of age to the effect that their 
insurance medical attendant would doubtless be willing to 
sign the Society’s sick list without making any charge for 
so doing, has resulted in enquiries as to whether the issue 
of a certificate free of charge in these cases has the approval 
of the Insurance Acts Committee. It might be well, therefore, 
to remind Panel Committees that in its report to the 
Conference in 1929, the Committce suggested that as in the 
vast majority of cases the cash benefit for this class of person 
was only four shillings a week, it was felt that insurance 
practitioners would desire to help these old people by 
waiving their claim to a fee for issuing certificates to them. 
The Conference asked the Insurance Acts Committee to 
consider a proposal that certificates for this class of person 
should only be issued gratuitously in cases where a printed 
form for signature was supplied by the Society and that they 
should not be required oftener than once a month. This was 
subsequently discussed with representatives of Approved 
Societies who promised to recommend the adoption of a 
general printed form. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
action of the Society in question is in conformity with the 
arrangement entered into on the instruction of the 
Conference. 


Appropriate Certificate when Regional Medical Officer and 
Insurance Practitioner Disagree. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 107.) 

26. The advice of the Committee was sought by a Panel 
Committee as to the appropriate certificate for a practitioner 
to issue to a patient who has been certified by the Regional 
Medical Officer as being not incapable of work, with which 
opinion the insurance practitioner did not agree. The 
Committee expressed the opinion that an Intermediate certifi- 
cate should be given and that the practitioner might, if he 
so desired, add a statement to the effect that he disagreed 
with the opinion of the Regional Medical Officer, thus opening 
up the way for a consultation between the two. : 


27. This matter was also discussed with the Ministry who 


agreed with the Committee’s view that an Intermediate 
certificate should be given in such cases. The Ministry 


proposes to include a reference to this matter in the next 
memorandum to insurance practitioners on certification 
matters, referred to in paragraph 24 of this Report. The 
Ministry also agreed that Regional Medical Officers should, 
when opportunity arises, inform insurance practitioners of 
the correct procedure. 


CHANGE oF Doctor. 

28. Following the passage of Minutes 18 and 19 cf the 
1930 Conference upon the above question, representatives of 
the Committee met representatives of the Ministry of Health 
on 27th November, 1930, and drew attention :— © 


(a) to the reiteration by the 1930 Conference of the 
opinion expressed in 1927, namely :-— 


“ That the unfettered free choice of doctor by patient 
was the ideal principle in any scheme of National Hea'th 
Insurance, and that the Conference considered that it 
would not be advisable to return to the old arrangement 
under which insured persons could change their doctor 
at definite dates.” 


(b) to the further opinion of the 1930 Conference that, 
while recognising that the arrangement (by which a fort- 
night’s notice might be given at any time before a change 
could be effected in the usual course) had certain 
administrative advantages, any further extension of the 
obstacles to change of doctor was not favoured, and 


(c) to the desire of the Conference that the Minister 
should defer for 12 months, the consideration of any 
alteration of the change of doctor regulation. 


Representatives of the Committee, in support of the views of 
the Conference, pointed out the undoubted fact that 1930 was 
proving a light year as far as sickness was concerned, and 
that while Approved Societies appeared to hold the view that 
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of the increase in the number of sickness benefit rns : 
view was not shared by the representatives of inpea 
practitioners. Be 


29. On behalf of the Minister of Health it was stated ¢ 
the Minister had hoped there might be agreement between ft 
Committee, the Panel Conference and himself ag to te 
necessity for the alteration, but having read the report of 
proceedings of the Conference in the B.M.J. Supplement o 
November ist, 1930, he realised that a conflict of opini 
existed between the Conference on the one hand, and the 
Minister and Approved Societies on the other. The Ministe 
had to make up his mind what had to be done and, whilst he 
would have preferred agreement, realising that it wag 
attainable he had come to the conclusion that an alteratio 
of the change of doctor regulation would have to be mall 
The Minister, whilst fully realising the profession did no 
accept the principle of the alteration, hoped that wken it cam 
to discussion of the details giving effect to the principle ther 
would be agreement. Although strong protest was enter 
against the alteration, the representatives of the Commitieg 
stated that it was not proposed to recommend any drastiy 
action to the profession, as it was considered that the alteration 
was a decision of the Minister which affected the welfare of 
insured persons and not that of the profession. It was mad 
clear that the action of the Committce’s representatives ya 
not to be taken as acceptatice of the decision of the Minister 
but that if the position of the profession was recognised, 
namely, that it adhered to the principle of absolute free ckoiga 
of doctor, then the Committee was prepared to discuss with 
the Ministry details of the alteration cf the Regulation 
necessary to give effect to the Minister’s decision. Further, 
the Committee’s representatives secured an undertaking that 
the Minister of Health would arrange for a statement in the 
House of Commons which would make it quite clear to the 
public that the profession did not approve the change, ani 
effect was given to this undertaking in an Answer by tie 
Minister on March 2nd, 1931. ‘The Committee was not satisfied 
with the terms of the Minister’s Answer which did not state 
specifically that the alteration was disapproved by the-pro. 
fession, and particular attention was drawn to the point in 
a comment on the new Regulation which appeared in the 
B.M.J. of the 28th March, 1931. 


30. Briefly, the effect of the amending Regulation is to 
limit the occasions upon which an _ insured person may 
ordinarily change his doctor to four quarterly pericds during 
the year, one month’s notice of any desire to change teing 
previously given. Immediate change of doctor is allowable 
where the consent of the two doctors concerned has been 
obtained. No alteration has been made in the provisions 
relating to change of address of the insured person or cessa- 
tion of practice by the doctor. The amending Regulation 
was issued by the Ministry in February and came into force 
on April 1st, Local Medical and Panel Committees being 
advised by the Insurance Acts Committee in circular letter 
M. 28 of the alteration and of the action taken by the Com- 
mittee arising out of the discussion at the last Annual 
Conference. 

31. Similar, but independent, action was taken by the 
Department of Health for Scotland, the alteration coming into 
force there as from 15th March. 


32. Notwithstanding the opinion expressed by the Confer. 
ence and which the Committee urged upon the Ministry, cn 
Panel Committee (which was represented at the 1930 
Conference) informed the local Insurance Committee that it 
favoured such amendment of the Regulations as would require 
an insured person to give not less than one month’s notice 
of his desire to change at the end of the quarter. The 
attention of the Panel Committee concerned was drawn to 
this departure from the principle of central representation of 
the views of the medical profession as a whole, and the 
detrimental effect of local public expression of views contrary 
to the decisions of the Conference. 
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Extension oF Mepicat BENEFIT UNDER THE N.H.I. Acts 10 
DEPENDANTS OF INSURED PERSONS. 


(For position in Scotland, see para. 108.) 





33. In drawing the attention of the Ministry of Health on 
November 27th, 1930, to the following Minute 40 of the 193 
Conference on the above matter :—- 

Min. 40. Reselved: That the time is now ripe for the 
medical profession to ask for the inclusion for the 
purposes of Medical Benefit under the National Health 
Insurance service of the dependants of insured persons, 
provided that such an extended medical service include 
adequate safeguards respecting remuneration and 
conditions of service, 


the Committee pointed out that whilst from a financial 
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- more inconvenient moment possibly could not 
stand _ mieten for introducing the aatiie, the ‘Auveeiation 
oe the Conference considered it most’ important that the 
otter should be brought without delay prominently before 
We ublic. The opinion was expressed that the extension of 
the hetivities of local authorities in the matter of providing 
treatment for some sections of the public is leading to a 
jituation under which dependants of insured persons will be 
treated under one method by local authorities (e.g., maternity 
and child welfare clinics) and insured persons themselves 
ander another—the general practitioner method. It 1s 
dificult to appreciate how the two methods can for any length 
of time continue side by side. The National Health Insurance 
fs stem of general practitioner treatment is making no 
srogrets at all, whilst the activities of local authorities are 
making considerable though gradual progress, and the time 
may come when the general practitioner as now known will 
cease to exist. In some towns the attendance on children up 
to five years of age 1s almost wholly carried out by means 
of infant welfare centres, at which treatment and prescriptions 
are given, the only limitation apparently being that no 
domiciliary visiting is done. The inclusion of dependants 
under the N.H.I. Acts is prejudiced at the outset by the fact 
that it will necessitate immediate and large national expen- 
diture, while the development of the activities of local 
authorities to the same end is a more likely event because, 
though gradual, it is continuous, and does not involve an 
immediate demand for a large sum of public money. 

34. It was pointed out that the situation created affects the 
eficiency of the general practitioner, and his position is 
likely to be prejudiced when the time comes for the 
consideration of any extension of the class of persons covered 
by the N.H.I. Acts. The Ministry was informed that the 
profession considers the matter should be explored before the 
time arrives when such extension is financially possible. 


35. The Ministry agreed with the view of the Committee 
as to the importance of the question. Whilst the time had 
not yet come to talk about the inclusion of dependants the 
terms of the resolution would be brought to the notice of the 
Minister, as had already been done with the Association’s 
Scheme for a General Medical Service, and the Minister 
would welcome any constructive proposals by the Association. 


36. The Committee has under consideration suggestions for 
the gradual inclusion of dependants and further discussions 
will be arranged with the Ministry for the purpose of explor- 
ing the position from this particular angle. 


PRESCRIBING, 
Preparations Not Ordinarily Regarded as Medicines. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 109.) 


37. Amending Medical Benefit Regulations were proemul- 
gated in October, 1930, giving effect to the new machinery fo: 
dealing with questions as to whether a particular preparation 
or article is or is not to be regarded as a drug or appliance 
forming part of medical benefit. Circulars, fully explaining 
the position, were issued by the Ministry to Panel end Insur- 
ance Committees and to Pricing Bureaux. Panel Committees 
were also advised by the Head Office that the new Regulations 
were in accordance with the draft approved by the Panel 
Conference in October last. 


38. The Minister of Health has expressed his thanks for 
the service rendered by the Committee's representatives (Dr. 
J.J. Day, Dr. D. G. Greenfield, Dr. A. F. Heald, and Mr. E. 


Lewis Lilley) upon the Advisory Committee whose report gave . 


rise to the introduction of the above-mentioned Regulations. 


39. The Committee records its regret at the action of one 
Panel Committee in approving the issue by the Insurance 
Committee of its area of circulars to local practitioners 
intimating that a number of preparations were being com- 
pletely excluded from medical benefit and must not be 
prescribed or dispensed as charges upon the Drug Fund. The 
Committee felt that the Panel Committee concerned, by pre- 
judging the question, was likely to find itself in an extremely 
dificult situation in future if and when it was called upon 
to decide under the new machinery provided for the ap ay 
whether or not a particular preparation was or was not a drug. 


Drugs Necessarily or Ordinarily Administered by Practitioners 
and “‘ Specially Expensive Drugs.” 

40. Liver Extract, supplied for the treatment of pernicious 
anemia, has been added to the list of drugs and appliances 
Which are excluded from those in respect of which a capitation 
rate is payable. 

Al. In the course of a discussion with the Ministry atten- 
tion was drawn to the procedure under which additions are 
made to the list of drugs and appliances appended to Part II 
of the Distribution Scheme. In particular the Committee 
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discussed with the Ministry the position created by the 
developments of treatment which require practitioners them- 
selves to administer various drugs to patients during a long 
course of treatment. In such circumstances, because the 
drugs are ‘ necessarily or ordinarily administered by the 
practitioner ”’ the cost thereof falls upon the prac‘itioner’s 
capitation fee of 1s. 3d. per 100 names upon his list. 


42. The Committee is of opinion that it was never intended 
that the cost of drugs used during any course of treatment 
should fall to be paid for by the practitioner out cf his own 
pocket, and that the fee of ls. 3d. per 100 names is chicfly 
for drugs administered or provided in emergency. The 
Ministry appreciates the situation and has undertaken to give 
consideration to the possibility of simplifying the present 
procedure, having regard to the increasing tendency in 
medical practive to administer treatment by means of hypo- 
dermic injections spread over considerable pericds. 


Scheduled Appliances. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 110.) 


43. The Committee has urged upon the Ministry that hypo- 
dermic syringes should be added to the list of scheduled 
appliances so that a practitioner may order them at the cost 
of the Drug Fund for use in certain cases of asthma requiring 
the administration of adrenalin, unless, on account of the 
infrequency of the requirement the provision of a syringe for 
such purpose can be made in any other way. Attention was 
drawn by the Committee to particular instances where the 
absence of the right of a practitioner to order these appliances 
constituted a hardship on the insured persons, and the 
Ministry has noted the suggestion that they should be included 
in the list of Scheduled Appliances. 


44. The Committee also urged upon the Ministry of Health 
that crepe bandages suitably covered with a rubber plaster 
should be added to the list of appliances set out in the Second 
Schedule to the Medical Benefit Regulations, in view of the 
great use which is being made of this type of bandage in the 
treatment of varicose ulcers. At the sanie time the Committee 
asked that these bandages be added to the list appended 
to Part II of the Model Distribution Scheme, in order 
that their cost would not fall upon dispensing practitioners 
It is understood that the amendment necessary to give 
effect to the Committee’s request is being ecnsidered 
and will be submitted to the Committee in due course. In the 
meantime a circular has been issued by the Ministry to 
Insurance Committees and Pricing Bureaux, intimating that, 
pending the necessary alteration of the Regulations, no 
questicn need be raised by the latter when elastic adhesive 
bandages are prescribed at the cost of the Drug Fund. 


45. Certain Insurance and Panel Committees, as well as 
individual insurance practitioners, having asked the Ministry 
that cellulese wadding and cellulose tissue be added to the 
scheduled. list of ‘appliances, it is understood that the 
addition will be made in due course, and the Committee has 
asked that a similar addition be made to the list of Drugs 
and Appliances appended to Part II- of the Distribution 
Scheme (i.e., “‘ Specially Expensive Drugs and Preparations ’’). 


Standard Dressings. 


46. It was represented to the Committee that the present 
Standard Dressings of the Drug Tariff are seldom if ever used 
by insurance practitioners in London, partly because they do 
not meet the requiremens of that area. A proposal was 
therefore made that a third Standard Dressing should be 
included in the Drug Tariff, and this was discussed with the 
Ministry. At the Ministry’s suggestion, however, the 
Committee has agreed to the following revised composition 
of the existing Standard Dressing No. 2, which will be put 
into operation in due course :— 


Boric lint, B.P.C., 12 ins. 
9 ins. X 8 ins.). 

Absorbent cotton wool, B.P.C. & SS., 
(instead of 180 grains). 

Oiled paper, 6 ins. Xx 6ins. (same). 

White open wove bandage, B.P.C., 2 ins. x 4 yds. (same). 


x 12 ins. (instead of 


240 grains 


Payment of Dividends by Co-operative Societies. 


47. Some four years ago the then Minister of Health 
inserted in the ‘Terms of Service of chemists under. the 
National Health Insurance Acts a provision prohibiting a 
chemist from promising or offering any gift or reward 
(whether by way of a share of, or dividend on, the profits 
of the business or by way of discount, or rebate or otherwise) 
as an inducement to an insured person to present his 
prescription for dispensing. This provision was primarily 
adopted because of the practice of co-operative societies giving 
the usual dividend to those of their members who presented 
insurance prescriptions for dispensing at a scciety’s drug 
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store. The Committee is of opinion that it is a matter for 
regret that the present Minister of Health has decided to 
revoke the decision of his predecessor in office and has so 
informed him. 


Voluntary Hospitals and Dispensing of Insurance 
Prescriptions. 


48. The Committee has had its attention drawn to an 
interesting question which has arisen from the application 
(so far unsuccessful) by a voluntary hospital to an Insuraace 
Committee for the inclusion of its name in the list' of chemists 
of the area who have undertaken the supply of medicines and 
appliances to insured persons. The inclusion of the hcspiial 
in the Chemists’ List would superficially appear to be nothing 
more than a legal matter having only an indirect effect upon 
the medical profession. The hospital in question, however, 
contended that it was spending large sums of money on the 
provision of treatment (including medicines) for in-patients 
and out-patients to which these persons are properly entitled 
under the National Health Insurance Acts, and which should 
therefore be a charge against National Health Insarance 
funds, a contention to which considerable publicity was given 
in the lay press. In view of the confusion that appeared to 
exist on this aspect of the matter, it was thought well to 
set forth the following statement of the situation affecting 
the treatment of insured persons at hospitals, other than 
insured members of the staffs thereof, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the Panel Committee of the area, and was 
also published in the B.M.J. Supplement :— 


A. If a hospital has a restricted visiting medical staff 
(as in the hospital in question) no insured person is 
entitled to any treatment at the hospital qua insured 
person, nor is any member of such staff, who is also an 
Insurance practitioner, entitled to treat at the hospital 
any patient qua insured person. 

It follows, therefore, that a voluntary hospital with a 
restricted visiting medical staff is never called upon to 
dispense for any in- or out-patient any medicine or 
appliance to which the patient is entitled under the 
National Health Insurance Acts. 

If a voluntary hospital with a restricted visiting 
medical staff considers that it is spending a considerable 
amount of money on drugs and treatment to which the 
recipients thereof are entitled under the National Hea‘ta 
Insurance Acts: (a) it should refer to their insurance 
doctors all patients (whether in- or out-patients) for 
treatment which they are entitled to receive under the 
N.H.I. medical benefit, and (b) it must be realised that 
if this course is not adopted it is not possible to contend 
that money spent on treatment or drugs given or 
furnished to such persons at the hospital is money spent 
on treatment or drugs to which such persons are entitled 
under the N.H.I. Acts. 


B. In the case of a voluntary hospital with an un- 
restricted visiting medical staff a different set of 
circumstances arises. 

Any member of an unrestricted visiting medical staff 
of a voluntary hospital who is also an insurance practitioner 
is in the same position as regards the treatment (includ- 
ing the prescribing of medicines and appliances) of any 
insured person who applies to him at the hospital for a 
service included in his present contract with the Insur- 
ance Committee as if the- patient had attended at his 
surgery, provided that the hospital is within the district 
in which the practitioner has agreed with the lccal 
Insurance Committee to visit patients. For such’ cases 
seen at the hospital the doctor would write out any 
necessary prescription on the usual National Health 
Insurance form, and the patient, being entitled to free 
choice of chemist for the dispensing, might choose the 
hospital dispensary if on the Chemists’ List for the area, 
or he might choose to go to some other chemist in the 
area. 

Cc. A voluntary hospital whose name is included in an 
Insurance Committee’s list of those supplying drugs and 
appliances, is in the same position as any other chemist 
on that list; it will be compelled to dispense the presciip- 
tions brought to it by any insured person issued by an 
insurance doctor; it must conform to the arrangements 
as regards the hours and places of business, etc., in 
operation in the area which apply to other chemists on 
the list; and it will not be able to limit its dispensinz, 
even if it so desires, to its own in-patients or out-patients. 

National Formulary. 
49. This is now in use in practically all insurance areas 
in England, and has been adopted by Northern Ireland. It 
has not yet been adopted in Wales and Sectland, although 
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one or two Panel Committees in the latter country appea 

have that possibility under consideration, judging by tentale 
enquiries which have been made. 9 
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50. The question of local additions to the Formulary 
tise to difficulties in one or two areas, but follows 
discussions with the Retail Pharmacists’ Unien ang MJ 
Ministry these have, it is understood, now been surmounted, 


51. The Committee disapproved the suggestion of Panel 
Committee that the approximate cost of the ingredients ; 
each prescription be inserted in the Formulary. Notwith 
standing this disapproval, however, the Panel Committee in 
conjunction with an adjoining Committee, proceeded to issue 
to every insurance practitioner in the two areas a “ Scheu} 
of Approximate Cost of Ingredients of Formule and dispeng. 
ing fees contained in the National Formulary.’’ 


Investigation of Prescribing—Report of Interview between 
Doctor and K.M.O. 


52. In connection with the following Minute 23 of th 
1930 Conference, the Committee urged upon the Ministry tha 
in the circumstances described, the practitioner should }, 
informed whether or not his explanations had been considerej 
satisfactory :— 

Min. 23. Resolved: That’ when the R.M.O, interviews 
a panel doctor on the question of excessive prescribin 
a copy of his Report should be sent to the practitioner hy 
the Minister, stating whether or not the explanatiog 
given were satisfactory. ’ 

53. The Ministry agreed with the suggestion and submittey 
for the approval of the Committee a scries of stock letters of 
more or less general application in order to give effect ty 
the Committee’s desires. These letters were found to be 
satisfactory and it is understood they are now in use, 


Removat or NaMES FROM Doctors’ Lists on Latter Czasixg 19 
Empioy an ASSISTANT. 


54. The 1929 Conference referred the following motion to 
the Committee :-- 
Min. 67. Resolved: That the following motion be 
referred to the Insurance Acts Committee :— 
That the provisions of Article 15 (5) of the Medical 
Benefit Regulations, 1928, should apply, with such modi. 
fication as the case may require, to the case of a 
practitioner who, by virtue of employing an assistant 
or assistants is permitted to include a larger number ca 
his list ceases to employ an assistant, or where two 
assistants. are employed ceases to employ one of such 
assistants, and enters into partnership with a 
practitioner. 
The desire of the motion was to secure that when, in the 
circumstances described, it is necessary to remove a number 
of insured persons from the doctor's list, the notice issued 
to such persons by the Insurance Committee intimating their 
right to choose another doctor should (as in the case of tke 
notice issued on the transfer of practice resulting from a 
practitioner's death or his retirement) contain the name of 
the assistant who was being taken into partne:ship, or of 
the successor to that part of the practice heing disposed of, 
as the case may be. The alteration would also bring the 
position into line with that obtaining in cases where names 
are removed from the dcoctor’s list where he ceases to practise 
at one of his addresses on the Medical List. 
55. The Ministry of Health proposes to make the amené- 
ments to the Medical Benefit Regulations and the Allocatioa 
and Distribution Schemes set out below :— 


Article 15 (5) of the Medical Benefit Consolidated Regula 
tions 1928, to be amended to read :-- 

(5) The Allocation Scheme may also provide for the 
application with the necessary modifications of the pro- 
visions of Article 16 (3) of these Regulations and Claus:4 
of the First Schedule to these Regulations to the case of— 

(a) a practitioner whose name is included in the 





The w 


al 


under 
be at 


Refer 


57. 
that 
servi 
a pa 
unde 
the ] 
some 
form 
upot 
alre: 
agai 





medical list in respect of more than one address and 
who ceases to practise at one of such addresses; 
(b) a practitioner who on ceasing to employ a perms 
nent assistant or assistants reduces the number a 
persons on his list; and 
(c) a practitioner who reduces the number of persons 
on his list on entering into partnership with a perma 
nent assistant or assistants employed by him. 
Allocation Scheme. Clause 7 (3) to be amended to read :— 
(3) if a practitioner (a) whose name is included in the 
medical list in respect of more than one address and who 
ceases to practise at one of such addresses or (b) who @ 
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ing to employ a permanent assistant or entering into 
partnership with a permanent assistant, gives notice to 
the Committee that he desires to have removed from his 
list (a) the insured persons | included in his list who 
have attended or would attend if treatment were required 
at the address removed from the medical list or (b) the 
jnsured persons in respect of whom under the terms of 
Clause 6 (5) of this scheme he intends to discontinue 
responsibility, the Committee shall notify the insured 
rsons accordingly and shall inform them that they 
should apply to another practitioner for acceptance. 
Provided that a practitioner giving such notice may 
require the Committee to give to each of such insured 
arsons a notice in the form prescribed by Clause 4 (1) of 
the terms of service. 
The following words to be added to Clause 7 (4) :—- 


“and the name of any such insured person shall be 
deemed to be included in the list of the practitioner 
named in such notice unless within one month of 
the receipt by him of the notice of the proposed 
transfer he has secured acceptance by another 
practitioner or an institution or has applied for 
permission to make his own arrangements or has 
given notice to the Committee of his objection to 
inclusion in such practitioner’s list.’’ 


The words “‘or practitioners” to be deleted from lines 3 
and 5 of the paragraph. 


Distribution Scheme, Clause 1 (3) to be amended to 
read :— 

3) Where, in the case of a practitioner whose name 
is included in the medical list in respect of more than one 
address, and who ceases to practise at one of such 
addresses, or who reduces his list of insured persons on 
ceasing to employ or on eatering into partnership with a 
permanent assistant, notice has been given by _ the 
Committee to insured persons under the terms of the 
proviso to Clause 7 (3) of the Allocation Scheme such 
persons shall be transferred to the practitioner named in 
the notice in the same manner and subject to the same 
conditions as if they had been transferred under the 
provisions of the proviso to Article 16 (3) of the 
Regulations. 


The Committee recommends :— 


Recommendation C: That the above alterations to the 
Regulations be approved and that the modifications 
of Allocation and Distribution Schemes be recom- 
mended to Panel Committees. 


56. Similar action has been taken in Scotland, and it: is 
understood that the Scottish Medical Benefit Regulations will 
be amended in the same manner. ; 


Recommendation D: That alterations of the Scottish 
Medical Benefit Regulations be approved, and that the 
modification of Allocation and Distribution Schemes, 
on similar lines to those proposed to be made in the 
English and Welsh Regulations, upon the above 
matter be recommended to Panel Committees in 
Scotland. 

RANGE OF SERVICE. 


Reference of Form G.P. 45 to Local Medical Committee in 
all Cases. 


(For position in Scotland, see para. 113.) 


57. Article 43 of the Medical Benefit Regulations provides 
that if a question arises as to whether an operation or other 
service which a practitioner has advised for, or rendered to, 
apatient was within the scope of the practitioner’s obligation 
under his terms of service, the matter shall be referred to 
the Local Medical Committee in the first instance. Appareutly 
some Insurance Committees have taken the view that if 
form G.P. 45 submitted by a practitioner referred to a service 
upon which the opinion of the Local Medical Committee had 
already been obtained, it was not necessary to refer the matter 
again to the Local Medical Committee. The Ministry has 
suggested that the Regulation should be altered so as to 
provide that every form G.P. 45 forwarded by a practitioner 
to the Insurance Committee should go automatically to the 
Local Medical Committee as raising a ‘‘ range of service ”’ 
question, and the Insurance Acts Committee takes no exception 
to the proposed alteration. 

The Committee recommends :— 

Recommendation E: That the following amendment of 
Article 43 of the Medical Benefit Regulations be 
approved :— 

Article 43. Insert following new paragraph :— 
‘© (5) In every case in which particulars are 
furnished to the Committee by a practitioner in 








accordance with the provisions of Clause 10 (2) of 
the terms of service for practitioners a question 
within the meaning of this Article shall be deemed 
to have arisen.”’ 


Wording of Form G.P. 45. 

58. The Clerk to at least one Insurance Committee held 
that, in cases where a practitioner stated on Form G.P. 45 
that an operation was “ urgent,’’ the service was within the 
practitioner’s agreement as it came within the meaning -of 
Clause 8 (2) of the terms of service, which provides that ** In 
the case of emergency a practitioner is required to render 
whatever services are, having regard to the circumstances, in 
the best interests of the patient.’’ While much of the 
difficulty giving rise to this interpretatien will be removed 
by. the addition to Article 43 of the Regulations (referred to 
in para. 57 of this report) requiring every form G.P. 45 to 
go automatically to the Local Medical Committee, the Com- 
mittee urged upon the Ministry that the wording of the fo.m 
be amended as there is no authority in the Regulations for 
requiring a practitioner to state on the Form whether the 
operation or service is one of urgency. The Ministry has 
promised to look into the matter. 


Form G.P. 45 and cases where specialist service is rendered 
by an insurance practitioner to patient not on his list. 


(For position in Scotland, see para. 115.) 


59. A second point raised with the Ministry in connection 
with the completion of Form G.P. 45, concerned the return of 
such form in cases where services, obviously outside the 
ability of an average general practitioner, were rendered not 
by the patient’s own insurance doctor, but by another 
insurance practitioner at the request of the patient’s doctor. 
The latter, by administering an anesthetic or assisting at 
the operation, has fulfilled his obligation under the terms of 
service, and, not proposing to demand or accept any fee from 
the patient, is not called upon to complete form G.P. 45. 
From ‘a decision of the Ministry of Health in 1927, however, 
it appeared that the patient’s doctor was required to complete 
G.P. 45, and on this being brought to the notice of the 
Ministry, an assurance was given thatthe advice on which 
the 1927 decision had. been given had since been modified, 
and accordingly G.P. 45 need not be used in ccnnection with 
this type of case. : 


Inapplicability of Form G.P. 45 to cases where a general 
practitioner service is outside the scope of the practitioner’s 
agreement, 

60. The Ministry has promised to look into a further point 
raised by the Committee concerning the inapplicability of 
the wording of G.P. 45 to cases arising under Clause 10 (2) 
of the terms of service in which the service rendered is 
obviously within the ability of a general practitioner and in 
which a fee is properly chargeable to the patient, e.g., where 
the practitioner is requested by a patient to visit him outside 
the area within which the practitioner has undertaken to give 

treatment. 
Time Limit for Sending in G.P. 45. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 114.) 


61. The Ministry of Health was asked to extend the period 
within which a practitioner must submit Form G.P. 45 in 
respect of a service which he holds to be outside his contract, 
from 48 hours to 7 days, and it will be seen from the revised 
provisions relating to the charging of fees to insured perscns 
(see para. 65) that the Ministry is giving effect to this 
request. 

ADDITIONAL TREATMENT BENEFITS. 

62. Minute 25 of the last Annual Conference, expressing 
the opinion that full opportunity should be given for the 
Insurance Acts Committee and, if possible, the Conference, 
to give adequate consideration to all proposals affecting 
Additional Treatment Benefits, has been noted for the 
guidance of the Comnmittce. 

63. The Committee has censidered the following Vinutes of 
the Annual Conference of 1929, dealing with the administra- 
tion of additional benefits, together with various Minutes 
dealing with the same question passed by the Representat-ve 
Body of the Association :— 

Min. 44. Resolved: That the following motion te 
referred to the Insurance Acts Committee for considera- 
tion :— 

That any scheme prepared by an Approved Society 
for the provision of additional medical benefits, to 
prove acceptable to the medical profession, should 
include the following :— 

(a) That the arrangements for consultations and 
specialists’ services should provide that these ser\ iccs 
shall be given, so far as is possible and cousistent 
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with the best interests of the patients, by a yrivate | Ministry that it agrees to the revision of Clauség 7 and 
practitioner at his consulting rooms or at the patient’s | as set out below, upon the —- that the revised Ay, 
own lrome, and not at the out-patient’department of a | of 7 (3) applies both to the case where the patient in qnediet 
voluntary or state institution. is on the doctor’s list and to the case where the patient i 
(b) That approved societies should be able to enter | Ot on the doctor's list. 
into financial arrangements with both voluntary and Recommendation 1: That the Conference approyeg th 
state institutions for the provision of hospital benefit following revised form of Clauses 7 and 10 of the 
for insured persons, such arrangements allowing Terms of Service, upon the understanding that the 
insured persons to select as between the two classes revised form of Clause 7 (3) applies both to 
of institution. where the patient is on the doctor’s list ang Cages 
(c) That hospital benefit be defined to include where the patient is not on the doctor’s list :— 
in-patient treatment, as also consultant and Cuause A. 
specialist services, which, consistent with the best ’ eee 
interests of the patients, cannot be given by a General Prohibition of Acceptance of Fees, 
private practitioner at his consulting rooms or at 1. A practitioner shall not demand or accept any 
the patient’s own home. fee or remuneration, other than the remuneration {j 
Min. 45. Resolved: That it is desirable that all which he is entitled under these terms of servieg ig 
additional treatment benefits should be available for respect of treatment given by him (a) to an insure 


all insured persons. 


64. The Committee was of opinion that the following 
expressions of opinion should be adopted by the Panel 
Conference and the Representative Body, and is able to report 
that they were adopted by the latter at the Annual Represen- 
tative Meeting at Eastbourne last month :— 

Recommendation F: That this Conference disapproves of 
medical practitioners taking service under any scheme 
for the provision of additional treatment benefits 
under the National Health Insurance Acts directly 
or indirectly under the control of Approved Societies. 

Recommendation G: That to meet with the approval of 
this Conference, schemes for supplying Additional 
Treatment Benefits 8 and 16 should provide that 
services of a consultant or specialist nature shall be 
given, so far as is consistent with the best interests 
of the patient, by a private practitioner at his 
consulting rooms, at the patient’s own home, or at 
clinics specially established for the purpose. 

Recommendation H: That to meet with the approval of 
this Conference, schemes for supplying Additional 
Treatment Benefits 8 and 16 should provide that 
Approved Society arrangements with hospitals under 
Additional Benefit 10 should provide that the services 
required may be obtained at the hospital considered 
most suitable for the case. 

Additional Benefit 8. The payment of the whole or 
any part of the cost of medical or surgical advice or 
treatment by any registered medical practitioner not 
being advice or treatment within the scope of any 
other additional benefit or of medical benefit, under a 
special scheme approved by the Minisier for the 
purpose. 

Additional Benefit 10. Payments to hospitals in 
respect of the maintenance and treatment therein of 
members, and the payment of the whole or eny part 
of the travelling — incurred by or in respect 
of members in travelling to and from hospitals, 

Additional Benefit 16. Payments to approved 
charitable institutions in respect of any treatment of 
members required for the prevention or cure of disease, 
not being treatment within the scope of any other 
additional benefit or of medical benefit. 


CHARGING OF FEES TO INSURED PERSONS. 


(For position in Scotland, see para. 116.) - 

65. Since 1928 the interpretation of Clause 7 (3) of the 
Terms of Service has been the subject of discussion with the 
Ministry. It will be remembered that in para. 58 of its 1929 
Annual Report the Committee stated that an Inquiry held by 
the Ministry into relations between an Insurance Committee 
and its Clerk and the local insurance practitioners had 
brought to light the fact that the Ministry held the view 
that the Clause in question did not apply to fees charged by 
a practitioner to insured persons on his own list. Such an 
interpretation meant that this class of case would result in 
a Medical Service Sub-Committee complaint and would not be 
dealt with under 7 (3) as a bona fide mistake on the part of 
the practitioner. Strong exception was taken by the Com- 
mittee to the Ministry’s interpretation of Clause 7 (3), and 
it was understood that the Ministry intended to amend the 
Clause so as to remove any possibility of misunderstanding. 
Eventually, the Ministry submitted for the Committee’s con- 
sideration a re-draft of the whole of Clauses 7 and 10 of the 
Terms of Service (the provisions relating to fee charging), but 
leaving 7 (3) untouched and making no suggestion for varying 
the interpretation to which the Committee objected. After 
further discussion, the Ministry agreed to the insertion of 
certain words in Clause 7 (3) which the Committee believes 
may cover its point, and the Committee has informed the 




















person on his list, or (b) to a person who at any time 

whether before, during, or after the treatment, repre. 

sents that he is an insured person : 

Special Conditions Authorising Acceptances of Fees 
Provided that :— 

(i) This Clause shall not apply in respect of treat 
ment which is alleged not to be within the £COpe of 
the practitioner’s obligations under these Terms oj 
Service, if before or within seven days after the 
date on which such treatment is given, the practi. 
tioner has furnished the Committee, on a form to lp 
provided by them for the purpose, with suh 
particulars as they may require. 

(ii) This Clause shall not apply in respect of treat. 
ment (other than emergency treatment which he is 
required to render under Clause 5 (1) (c) of the 
Terms of Service) given to an insured person who 
at the time of such treatment is given is on the 
list of another practitioner in the same area or on 
the list of an institution. 

(iii) This Clause shall not apply in respect of 
treatment given to an insured person not being a 
person on the practitioner’s list who while under. 
standing his right to receive treatment from the 
practitioner under the provisions of these Terms of 
Service requests the practitioner in writing to trea; 
him as a private patient. 

(iv) If a person, not on the practitioner’s list, 
fails on request, to _ his medical card, or if 
the practitioner has been notified by the Committee 
that the card produced is no longer valid, the 
practitioner may demand and accept a reasonable 
fee for any treatment given to that person, if he 
renders to the person responsible fer such payment 
an account on a form to be provided by the Com. 
mittee for the purpose, or, if no account is rendered, 
gives him a receipt on a form to be similarly 
provided. 

Definition of Treatment. 
2. For the purpose of this Clause “ Treatment” 
includes the supply of drugs and prescribed appliances 


Cuause B. 
Evidence of Title to Treatment. 


1. A practitioner is entitled to require a person on 
his list’ regarding whose identity he has reasonable 
doubts or any other person not being a person on his 
list who applies for treatment as an insured person to 
produce his medical card. The production of the 
medical card is to be regarded as conclusive evidence 
of the applicant’s right to treatment under these 
Terms of Service, unless (a) the practitioner has 
been notified by the Committee that the card is no 
longer valid, or (b) the card indicates that the 
applicant is obtaining treatment through an 








institution and the applicant is within the district 
in which such institution has undertaken to treat him. 


Refund of fees paid in respect of services held not to 

be specialist. 

2. Where a form has been rendered to a Committee 
under proviso (i) to paragraph 1 of Clause A of these 
terms of service, and it is decided, under Article 4 
of the Regulations, that the treatment given. fell 
within the scope of the practitioner’s obligations 
under these terms of service, the Committee may 
recover any fee paid in respect of the treatment by 
deducting the sum from the practitioner's. remunera 
tion or otherwise, and shall repay such sum to 
person who paid the fee. 
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Ciavse C. 


Provisions relating to persons who fail to produce 
medical cards, 

1. If a person in applying for treatment represents 
that he is an insured person, but fails on request to 
produce his medical card or if the practitioner has been 
notified by the Committee that the card produced by 
the applicant is no longer valid, the practitioner 1s 
required to give him any necessary treatment, 
including the supply of any drugs or appliances, 
which he would be required himself to supply to a 
person presenting a medical card, but shall not order 
any drugs or appliances on an official form so as to 
enable such person to obtain the same free of cost. 

2. If such a person, within fourteen days after 

ayment of the practitioner’s fee, applies to the 
Committee for a refund or for the witndrawal of an 
account rendered under Clause A (1) (iv), and the 
Committee are satisfied that he was eligible to reecl.e 
treatment from the practitioner, the Conimittee may 
recover the fee from the practitioner by deduction 
from his remuneration or otherwise, or require him 
to withdraw the account as the case may be, and 
subject to any deduction which may be made by way 
of inflicting a penalty on the applicant under the Com- 
mittee’s Rules, shall repay to the app_icant the amount 
of the fee and of any payment made by him in respect 
of drugs or appliances obtained on the practitioner’s 
prescription, which he would, if he had presented a 
medical card, have been entitled to obtain free of 
charge. If the practitioner has supplied any drug 
or appliance for which, in the case of a yerscn 
presenting a medical card, he weuld have been 
entitled to payment’ from the Committee, the Com- 
mittee will credit him with the amount to which he 
would have been entitled, and if he has himself 
supplied any other drugs or prescribed appliances, 
with additional payments in this respect, calculated 
on the basis of the Drug Tariff. 

3. If the practitioner desires to accept for inclusion 
in his list a person applying for treatment, in the 
circumstances mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Clause, 
he will indicate his provisional acceptance on the form 
referred to in proviso (iv) to paragraph 1 of Clause A 
and upon the Committee being satisfied as to the 
applicant’s right to treatment and _ provided that 
recovery of a fee or withdrawal of an account has been 
effected by the Committee under Clause C (2) of these 
Terms of Service, his name will be placed on the 
practitioner’s list as from the date when treatment 
was first given. 

Ciavse D. 
Provisions Relating to Insured Persons Failing to 
Claim Treatment as Such. 

If a person in applying for treatment does not repre- 
sent himself to be an insured person, but subsequently 
within one month from the date of the presentation 
by the practitioner of an account or the payment to 
the practitioner of any fee or of the last of any fees 
paid where no account is rendered in respect of that 
treatment, requests the Committee to secure the with- 
drawal of the account or the refund cf the fee or 
fees, and the Committee are satisfied that he was 
eligible to receive treatment from the practitioner as 
an insured person, the Committee may if they think 
fit, require the practitioner to withdraw his account 
or recover from him by deduction from his remunera- 
tion or otherwise the fee or fees paid by the applicant, 
but in either event if the applicant was not at the 
date of the treatment on the practitioner's list the 
Committee shall credit the practitioner with the 
remuneration to which he would have been entitled if 
the applicant had been attended by him as a tempo:ary 
resident, and with payments calculated on the basis 
of the Drug Tariff in respect of any drugs and 
appliances supplied to the applicant. Subject to any 
deduction which may be made by way of inflicting a 
penalty under the Committee’s Rules, the Committee 
shall repay to the applicant the net amount of any 
fee or fees recovered. 

PATHOLOGICAL FACILITIES FOR INSURED PERSONS. 

66. It will be remembered from previous reports of the 
Committee to the Conference that in 1928 the Committee raised 
with the Ministry of Health the question of the legality of 
the arrangement made by an Insurance Committee with a 
Voluntary hospital within its area whereby the latter, in 
return for a donation to its funds, furnished reports on 
pathological specimens forwarded to it. The Committee felt 
that the position of pathologists in connection with any 





national scheme which might be established in the future, 
should not be prejudiced by the launching of separate schemes 
which had no connection with one another or with any genera] 
line of policy. The Ministry assured the Committee that if 
and when a complete pathological service for insured persons 
was introduced the Ministry would give full weight to the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on this matter. 


67. The arrangement in question between the Insurance 
Committee and the voluntary hospital was poss:ble under the 
wording of Section 26 of the original Act, but the Ministry 
introduced a clause into its 1928 Amending Bill which repre- 
sentatives of the Committee were informed by the Ministry 
would prevent the continuance of any such arrangement. In 
the same year the specific question was put by the Committee 
to the Ministry as to whether the alteration of Section 26 of 
the 1924 Act by Section 4 of the 1928 Act, would prohibit the 
continuance of the arrangement in question and the Ministry 
replied on the 5th November, 1928, as follows :— 


“I am directed by the Minister of Health to refer to 
your letter of the 13th July (@CA/FW), on tke subject of 
the provision of pathological services for insured pcrsors, 
and to express regret that he has not previously been in 
a position to reply. 

The Minister is advised that the effect of Section 4 of 
the National Health Insurance Act, 1928, is to preclude 
an Insurance Committee as from the Ist January, 1929, 
from making a donation to a hospital in conside a:ion of 
any return for such donation. In so far, therefore, as 
the provision of the services in question depends upon sich 
donations, it will not be possible for provision of this 
character to be inaugurated or maintained after the 31st 
December. 

It is proposed to review the arrangewen‘s already 
entered into by a small number of Committees for the 
provision of these services in the light of the new situa- 
tion which will arise when Section 4 of the Act of 1923 
comes into operation on the lst January.” 


68. On December 15th, 1930, however, the Ministry wrote to 
the Committee as follows :— 

** You will remember that the Insurance Acts Committee 
have been concerned with the effect of Section 4 of the 
Act of 1928 on certain subscriptions and donations hitherto 
made by Insurance Committees on account of patkological 
work; and that we told you some time ago that we 
expected the effect of Section 4 to be to make the co2- 
tinuance of these payments unlawful because they would 
not be what the section calls ‘of an eleemosyrary 
character.’ } 

I therefore think I ought to let you know that the most 
important of these arrangements, namely, those made b; 
the Lancashire Insurance Committee, have now Leen found 
by our legal advisers not to be inconsistent with Se:tion 4, 
and that the Minister has accordingly felt that he had n> 
alternative but to consent to their continuance. Tha 
consent has been limited in duration to the year 1931, and 
we have told the Committee that if they wish to continuz 
a payment of this character after 1931 they must give 
us notice in good time. Our object is, of course, to make 
sure that no change in the legal position cecurs without 
the Minister becoming aware of it.’ 


69. Representations were immediately made to the Ministry 
intimating that the Committee was unable to appreciate the 
change of mind on the part of the legal advisers of the 
Minister as to Section 4 of the 1928 Act, and expressing the 
hope that if, as appeared to be the case, the Minister’s legal 
advisers were of the opinion that Section 4 of the 1928 Act 
did not carry into effect the point for which it was introduced 
into the Bill, the Minister would take such steps as were 
necessary to prevent the continuance of the arrangement in 
question beyond the present year. 


70. The Ministry replied on 5th February, 1931, to the 
effect that what had happened was not a change of mind on 
the part of the Department’s legal advisers, but the receipt 
by the Ministry, for the first time, from the Insurance Com- 
mittee in question, of particulars of the facilities afforded by 
the arrangement in question, which threw new light on the 
legal position. The Committee feels that in these circum- 
stances no useful purpose would be served by pursuing the 
matter any further at present, but future developments will 
be watched very carefully. 

71. In view of the position outlined above, and the fact 
that there is no national pathological service available— 
insured persons being only able to obtain the benefit of 
pathological facilities by paying the ordinary fees obtaining 
in the locality, or by relying upon charity at a hespital—the 
Association drew up a scale of fees for p2thclogical servites 
together with a list of consulting pathologists attzched to 
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laboratories (other than those under the aegis of local 
authorities) who were willing to accept such fees for the 
services in question when rendered to insured persons or 
their dependants. 

72. The number of consulting pathologists throughout the 
country who expressed their willingness to participate in the 
scheme proved sufficient to warrant the issue of the scale 
with information as to the various laboratories at’ which the 
work would be undertaken, to Divisions of the Association 
and Local Medical and Panel Committees, who were requested 
to bring the facilities thereby available to the notice of the 
practitioners of their areas. Care was taken, however, to 
emphasise the fact that the service was only for persons 
insured under the National Health Insurance Acts and their 
dependants and had no bearing on fees for similar services 
rendered to other persons. 


MepicaL Carbs. 
73. In intimating its agreement with the proposal in the 
following Minute 54 of the 1950 Conference :— 

Min, 54. Resolved: That when an_ insured person 
loses his title to medical benefit and is subsequently 
re-instated he should be supplied with a medical card 
bearing the name of his former doctor, 

the Ministry expressed the view that most Insurance 
Committees succeeded in carrying out the practice referred 
to. As it was possible, however, that a few areas did not 
adopt this procedure the Ministry agreed to send a suitable 
reminder to Insurance Committees throughout the country. 
Insurance Committees were at the same time advised that 
steps should be taken to ensure that any relevant medical 
record bearing clinical notes was re-issued to the practitioner. 


Signing of Medical Cards by Locum Tenens. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 122.) 

74. The Committee had its attention drawn to a doubt 
which had been raised concerning the legality of a practice 
which must have been followed every day since the original 
National Health Insurance Act was passed some eighteen 
years. ago, but which was not specifically provided for in 
the Regulations. The point is whether a locum _tenent 
carrying on the practice of an insurance practitioner during 
the latter’s illness, may sign, on behalf of his principal, 
medical cards brought to him by insured persons selecting 
his principal as their medical attendant under the Acts. As 
the Regulations stand at present, a locum tenent is not entitled 
to sign the medical card on behalf of his principal and 
consequently, the suggestions contained in the. following 
recommendation have been agreed with the Ministry. 


Recommendation J: That the following amendments of 
the Medical Benefit Regulations (England and Wales) 
be approved :— 

(a) Omit the words “in person ”’ 
Art. 14 (1) of Regulations; and 

(b) Substitute the following for existing Clause 5 (3) 
of the Terms of Service :— 

“5 (3). The acceptance of an applicant shall be 
signified by the signing of his medical card by the 
practitioner or his partner, assistant or deputy duly 
authorised in that behalf and the sending of the 
card to the Committee within such period as may 
be specified in the allocation scheme. Provided that 
a partner, assistant or deputy signing such card on 
behalf of the practitioner shall also add his own 

name.” 


at the end of 


APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF MEDICAL SERVICE SUB-COMMITTEE. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 120.) 

75. The Committee approved the proposal of the Ministry 
that Article 31 (4) (b) be amended by the addition of the 
following proviso :— 

** Provided that where a Chairman whose term of office 
has expired was a person appointed by the Committee or 
the Minister he shall be eligible for re-appointment,” 

and the amendment of Article 31 (4) (e) by the addition of 
the following words after the word ‘* pharmacist ”’ in the 
seventh line :— 

‘and the same provisions shall apply to a reappoint- 
ment under the proviso to sub-paragraph (b) of this 
paragraph,’’ 

thus making it unnecessary, in cases where it is desired. to 
reappoint the Chairman (who is the nominee cf the Insurance 
Committee or the Minister), for a special meeting of the 
Medical Service Sub-Committee to be called before sub- 


paragraphs (ce) and or (d) of Article 31 (4) can be put into 
operation. 


Recommendation K.: That the following am 
the Medical Benefit Regulations (England aut a of 
be approved :— ales 
Article 31 (4) (b). Add following proviso :— 
** Provided that where a Chairman who 
office has expired was appointed by the Come 
the Minister he shal ivible ; 
polices inister he shall be eligible for reappoint. 
Article 31 (4) (e). 
word ‘ 
‘““and the same provisions shall apply to a : 
appointment under the proviso to sub-pa-agraph ( 
of this paragraph.” ) 


Add followine word 
pharmacist ’’ :— ? 8 after the 


Apvisory CoMMITTEE Ser Up UNDER ARTICLE 41 (3). 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 117.) 

76. Membership of the Advisory Committee set u unde 
Article 41 (3) being confined to insurance practitioners, Pac 
of the Committee’s nominees would cease to be eligible on 
relinquishing insurance practice, and it is considered that 
such limitation is disadvantageous. At the suggestion of the 
Committee the Article is to be amended in order tiat membe;. 
ship of the Advisory Committee shall be open to e€X-insurance 
practitioners. 


Recommendation L: That the following amendment of 
Article 41 of the Medical Benefit Regulations 
(England and Wales) be approved :— 

Article 41. In line 5 of paragraph (3), before 
‘* insurance practitioners,’ insert “ practitioners who 
are or have been.’’ 

77. Dr. W. Glynn Evans, of Wrexham, has been nominated 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. E. Megs, It 
is the intention of the Committee to review its nominations 
in this connection every five years. 


TREATMENT OF INSURED PERSONS IN HOSPITALS, 

78. The Committee has noted for its guidance the follow. 
ing Minute 29 of the 1930 Annual Conference dealing with 
the above matter :— 

** Min. 29. Resolved: That the Conference is of opinion 
that it would be to the great advantage of the people of 
this country, both the insured and uninsured, if admission 
to hospitals for care and treatment therein by their own 
private practitioners were available for them; and 
requests the Insurance Acts Committee to take such action 
in furtherance of this object as may be necessary.” 


OPHTHALMIC BENEFIT. 

79. The Committee, in consultation with the Ophthalmic 
Committee of the Association, has agreed to a variation of the 
form of recommendation to be given by insurance practitioners 
in connection with ophthalmic benefit under para. 9 (2) of 
the Terms of Service, previously suggested by the Committee 
to Panel Conimittees. 

The new wording of the certificate is as follows :— 

*“T am of opinion that the above-named requires 4 
further examination of his eyes. 
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*Any special feature of the case may be stated.” 
Post-GRADUATE COURSES FOR RURAL INSURANCE PRACTITIONERS. 


80. One of the objects to which the Special Expenses 
Portion of the Mileage Fund is devoted is the provision of 
post-graduate facilities for practitioners in isolated and 
sparsely populated districts. The arrangements connected 
with the granting of these facilities have hitherto allowed a 
comparatively short time for the practitioners concerned to 
make arrangements for the conduct of their practices during 
their absence. Representations were therefore made to the 
Ministry, and the instructions to Panel and Insurance Com- 
mittees are now issued in January, some three or four months 
earlier than in past years. 


81. It is proposed to consider inthe near future the conditions 


in sparsely populated rural areas to enable them to take a cours 
of post-graduate study. Before proceeding any further, however, 
it is desired to have information from County Panel Committees as 
to whether any difficulty is being experienced in securing the 
approval of applications for such assistance in cases for whichit 
is considered the facilities for post-graduate study were originally 
instituted. 








under which financial assistance is given to insurance practitioners 
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QosstituTION oF RURAL PRACTITIONERS’ SuBs-CoMMITTEE. 

32. The present constitution of the Rural Practitioners’ Sub- 

amittee provides for the representation, bya rural practitioner, 
_ h Group of Panel Committees formed for the election 
r peal representatives on the full Committee. Where the 
7 “ is represented on the fullCommittee by arura] practitioner, 
a. ip-o facto the representative of the Group on the Sub- 
Comnuttee, but representatives of the other Grou ps are appointed 
on the nomination of the Group Standing Joint Commitiees. In 
certain Groups, however, there is no Standing Joint Committee 
acd this means that the Group is not represented on the Sub- 
Commiteee until after its lirst meeting in the session when the 
yacancy is filled by the Sub-Committee. It is proposed to 
remedy this by empowering the Chairman of the Sub-Committee 
in such cases to invite to the first meeting a rural practitioner 
from each Group not otherwise represented, and the. Sub- 
Committee will have power toappoint such practitioner a member 
of the Sub-Committee. 


Miveacek Funp—SprciaL Expenses Portion. 


’ 
83, Consideration has been given by the Rural Practitioners 
Sub-Committee to the purposes for which the Special Expenses 
Portion uf the Mileage Fund is expended. County Panel Com- 
mittees have been requested to report annually to the 
Committee the disapproval either by the Panel Committee, 
Insurance Committee or the Minister of Health of any 
app-ication made during the year under any of the headings 
set out ander the Special Expenses Portion of the Mileage 
Fund and, in the case of applications disapproved by the 
Insurance Committee or the Minister, to give an intimation of the 
view of the Panel Committee. This information is desired with 
a view to considering whether the amount alloited to the 
Special Expenses Portion is sufficient to cover the cases which 
itis considered should receive assistance from the Fund. 


MevicaL SERVICE OF THE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE ACTS. 


84, In view of the severely critical attitude exhibited towards 
the medical service of the National Health Insurance Acts by 
certain sections of the community the Committee has been con- 
sidering the various causes which may possibly contribute to this 
attitude. The Committee is of opinion that all steps possible 
should be taken for the improvement of the standard of the 
National Health Iusurance medical service so as to give as 
litle legitimate ground as possible for such criticism. As a step 
inthis direction, therefore, the Committee suggests for adoption 
by the Conference the following two proposals. 


85. The first is an attempt to deal with the situation which is 
found occasionally to exist where an insurance practitioner either 
through old age or infirmity, or both, is unable to fulfil his 
obligations under the National Health Insurance Acts, and yet 
continues in practice, to the detriment of the good name of the 
profession and of the service. Great hesitation exists, however, 
ou the part of those concerned in putting into operation the 
machinery for removing such a practitioner from the Medical 
List because of the great hardship which might be inflicted upon 
him where he is financially in low water. The Committee is of 
opinion that a step would be made towards improving the medical 
service in this respect if financial assistance could be made avail- 
able in such a case and considers that the income of the National 
Jusurance Defence Trust should be available for this purpose. 
The Panel Committee of the area concerned would, of course, be 
consulted in each case. 


The Committee therefore recommends :— 


Recommendation M: That withthe object of improving the 
standard of themedical serviceof the N.H.I. ActstheConference 
approve the policy of setting up financial arrangements to 
make possible the retirement from the panel of aged or infirm 
insurance practitioners whose means are straitened. 


86. The second proposal which the Committee wishes to submit 
to the Conference in this connection concerns the education of 
final-year medical students, Since insured persons number one- 
third of the population, the great majority of medical students 
will, sooner or later, become engaged in National Health Insur- 
ance medical practice and it would be to the advantage of the 
serviceif they could receive during their student days, instruction 
in the working details of the Medical Benefit Regulations. Ina 
number of Medical Schools such lectures have been given and 
have been greatly appreciated by the students, but this practice 
is by no means general. The ideal method would be for such 
lectures to be included in the medical curriculum, but this the 
Committee realises is not possible at present. Nevertheless, the 
Committee is of opinion that steps should be taken to arrange 
for such lectures with, it is hoped, the assistance of the various 
medical schools, the lecturers being found by the Insurance Acts 
Committee and, if the policy is approved by the Conference, paid 
out of the income of the National Insurance Defence Trust. 





The Committee therefore recommends :— 


Recommendation N: That with a view to improving the 
standard of the medical service of the N.H.I. Acts the 
Conference approve the policy of giving lectures to final year 
medical students on N.H.I. practice. 


NationaL Heattu Insurance Sraristics. 
87. During the year 1930 statistics as to. attendances upon 


insured persons were received in respect of 800 practices, 
representing 1,026 individual practitioners and over a million 
insured persons. In September, 1930, a strongly woided appeal 
was addressed to 58 Panel Committees which had continually 
failed to contribute vulunteers for the keeping of statistics, with 
the result that 32 took action in the matter and furnished the 
names of practitioners willing to undertake the work. The 
outstanding 26 Panel Committees which have still failed to 
contribute any volunteers are :— 


Cornwall Buteshire 
Durham Caithness 
: Clackmannan 

Barnsley Orkney 
Brighton Peeble- hire 
Burton-on-Trent 
Darlington Airdrie 
Exeter Coatbridge 
Northampton Dumfries 
Oxford Glasgow 
Wallasey Hamilton 
Wigan Inverness 

; Motherwell 
Flintshire Rutherglen 

Stirling 


88. Continued appeals from the Central Office as to the 


importance of each Panel Committee furnishing the requisite 
quota of volunteers have resulted in a further inerease in the 


number of insurance practitioners forwarding statistics—the 


number on 12th June, 1931, being 1,339 in urban areas and 444 in 
rural areas, making in all a total of 1,783 individual practitioners, 
or 72 per cent. of the total quota of 2,470 volunteers required 
from the whole of the country. 


89. Notifications have been received during the past two 


years from the Secretaries of a number of Panel Committees to 


the effect that it is becoming increasingly difficult to persuade 
practitioners to undertake this work, especially those who have 


already furnished figures for any period, and it may be tairly 


assumed that the number reached during the present year is as 
near the quota laid down as it will be possible to secure. But it 
must be obvious from present indications that the necessity of 
having full and accurate records is at least not less necessary now 
than it has ever been. 


TUBERCULOSIS OFFICER’S REPORT AND INSURANCE PRACTITIONER’S 
CERTIFICATE. 


90. The attention of the Ministry has been drawn to the 
difficult position likely to arise when an insurance practitioner 
certifies an insured person as incapable of work, whilst at the 
same time the local Tuberculosis Officer informs the Labour 
Exchange that in his opinion the patient is capable of doing light 
work, The Ministry undertook to deal with any cases brought 
to their notice in which difficulty arose owing to the expression 
of divergent views by a tuberculosis officer and an insurance 
doctor on the question of an insured person’s capacity for work. 
It was explained that importance of co-operation between 
tuberculosis officers and insurance doctors was being continuously 
emphasized, special attention being drawn to it in the course of 
surveys under the Local Government Act, 1929. 


Fres ror ANAESTHETICS—Form G.P. 19 (RevIseD). 


91. The Ministry of Health is being asked to amend Form 
G.P. 19, (a) by making obligatory on the signatory to state the 
reason for which a general anesthetic was necessary ; and (hb) by 
requiring the second practitioner administering the general 
anesthetic to sign the form in addition to the practitioner 
making the claim, and vo state whether he is a partner or 
assistant of the claiming practitioner. 


Frees FoR EMERGENCY TREATMENT. 
(For position in Scotland, see para. 119. ) 

92. The attention of the Ministry has again been drawn to 
the wording of Clause 3 of the Model Distribution Scheme which 
provides for the payment of emergency fees only in cases of an 
‘* accident or other sudden emergency to the patient of another 
practitioner.” The strict interpretation placed upon this 
provision in one or two areas excluded payment when the patient 
was not on the list of any doctor and yet required emergency 
treatment outside his own home area. The Ministry appreciated 
the hardship likely to be inflicted upon individual doctors in 
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areas where such a strict interpretation is placed on the wording 
of the clause, and has submitted the following proposed amend- 
ments to paras. 3 and 4 of the Distribution Scheme :— 


Para. 3 should be amended as follows :— 

“*Tf a practitioner provides treatment under the 
terms of the Allocation Scheme*in case of accident or 
other sudden emergency to (a) the patient of another 
practitioner or (b) an insured person who is not on the 
list of any practitioner but is a temporary resident, 
payment will be made ; : : etc.” 

The proviso to para. 4 should be amended as follows :— 

‘* Provided that if an application for treatment in 
case of accident or the or sudden emergency is made 
by an insured person (a) who is outside the radius of 
practice of the practitioner responsible for his treat- 
ment or (b) who is not on the list of any practitioner 
and who is outside the area of his residence, and if 
in either case the insured person intends to remain and 
in fact remains outside such radius or area for less 
than 24 hours, the practitioner. . : . ete.” 


The Committee recommends :— 


Recommendation O:—That the Conference approves the 
above amendmeuts to the Distribution Scheme. 


ApbbITIONAL Benrrirs—Eruics or ConsuttaTion. 

93. At the last Annual Conference (Minute 27) the opinion 
was expressed that the rules as to the ethics of consultation, as 
adopted by the British Medical Association, should be considered 
to apply to all questions having reference to treatment additional 
benefits. The matter was reterred to the Central Ethical Com- 
mittee of the Association who expressed the opinion that no 
alteration of the rules on ethics ot medical consultation was 
necessary if those rules were read in conjunction with the rules 
in respect of the position of medical practitioners called upon to 
examine otherwise than by request of the patient or persons 
acting on the patient's behalf. In order to make the position free 
from doubt, however, the Ethical Committee proposes that 
the two sets of rules shall be printed one after the other, and 
that a footnote shall be inserted to the effect that the term 
**medical inspector” in the latter set of rules must be taken to 
include any non-attending practitioner such as.a medical examiner 
ov behalf of an Insurance Company,a Medical Referee under the 
National Health Insurance Act, ete. The two sets of rules 
referred to above appear in Appendix C. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE DEFENCE TRUST. 

94. Now that a considerable number of Panel Committees 
have completed their quota to the fund (fixed at £250,000 from 
subscriptions) and are beginning to make use of their voluntary 
levies for local funds for various purposes, the Trustees have 
given consideration to the position. As will be seen from para- 
graphs 84 to 86 that certain proposals are being made for 
utilising the funds of the Trust for the purpose of improving the 
medical service of the National Health Insurance Acts. If these 
proposals are carried out (and it is likely that further proposals 
to the same end will be submitted to future Conferences for 
approval), it is possible that the income from a Fund of more 
than £250,000 from subscriptions may be necessary. The 
Trustees hope, therefore that Panel Committees will not be in 
too great a hurry to set up local funds, pending the completion 
by the Trustees of their central survey of the postion. 

95. The Insurance Acts Committee thoroughly appreciates 
the advantages of finding such satisfactory uses for the Income 
of the Trust that all Panel Committees, with their constant 
influx of new practitioners will be encouraged to continue to 
subscribe and so: provide a larger capital sum for defence 
purposes and a larger income to use for the improvement of the 
service and for the benefit of the subscribers. 


SCOTLAND. 

This particular section of the Report deals with 
matters which are of a purely domestic Scottish nature 
and which have not been referred to in the preceding 
paragraphs, or upon which action taken in England 
and Wales differs from that taken in Scotland. 

Those matters which apply with equal force to 


Scctland, England and Wales and on which separate - 


though common action has been taken, are referred to 
in paragraphs 15, 21, 28-32 and 54-6. 
PERSONNEL OF ScotrisH SuB-CoMMITTER. 
96. The following are the members of the Sub-Committee for 
the session 1930-31 :-— 
Ex-oficio (Members of Insurance Acts Committee) :—Dr. 
H. G. Dain (Birmingham), Chairman of the Insurance Acts 











— 
Committee, Dr. R. W. Craig (Edinburgh), Mr, D 
Dickson, F.R.C.S.Ed. (Lochgelly, Fife), Dr. J.G. MeQy 
(Glasgow), and Dr. D. Lyon Stevenson (Larkhall, Lanarks 
Direct Representatives of Scottish Panel Committees:—Dp ig 
Bruce (Cults), Dr. E. H. Cramb (Clydebank), Dr. 8. Daya 


(Kelso), Dr, W. Haig (Crieft), Dr. W. Hamilton (Louubaale [fact 


Dr. David Huskie (Moffat), Dr. J. F. Lambie (Glasgow) De 
J. W. Little (Newmains), Dr. W. J. Logie (Falkirk), Dp We 
B. MacTier (St. Andrews), Dr. G. W. Miller (Dundee), 
Dr. John Orr (Edinburgh), Dr. James Todd (Glasgow) Dr 
James Wilson (Irvine), and Dr. J. B. Simpson (Golspie’, : 

Hiected by Scottish Committee of B.M.A.:—Dr. J, Wallacg 
Anderson (Glasgow), Dr. N. P. Fairfax (Innerleithen) Dr Tt - 
Fraser (Aberdeen), Dr. W. R. Martine (Haddington) and , 
Dr. E. R. C. Walker (Aberdeen). , 


CHAIRMAN AND Drputy-CHaIRMAN. 

97. Dr. J. G. McCutcheon, of Glasyow, and Dr. R. W, Opi 
of Edinburgh, were appointed Chairman aud Deputy-Chairmay 
respectively of the Sub-Committee for the session. 

ATTENDANCES AT MEETINGS OF ScorrisH Sus-ComMirreg, xno 


98. The following is a list of the attendances at meetings of 
the Sub-Committee since the commencement of the session :— 


NAME. ACTUAL. Posstsrp, 
Anderson, Dr. J. Wallace ... asi 3 aa 5 
Bruce, Dr. R. 4 5 
Craig, Dr. R. W. ... 5 5 
Cramb, Dr. E. Hamilton 2 2 
Davidson, Dr. Samuel “ie 2 2 
Dickson, Mr. D. Elliot ne t 5 
Fairfax, Dr. N. P. ... are + 5 
Fraser, Dr. Thomas z 5 
Haig, Dr. William ... 4 5 
Hamilton, Dr. Willixm 4 me 4 
Huskie, Dr. David ... 3 5 
Lambie, Dr. J, F. 5 5 
Little, Dr. J. W. 3 5 
Logie, Dr. W. J... é 3 
McCutcheon, Dr J. G. 4 5 
MacTier, Dr. W: B. see ce 5 5 
Martine, Dr. W. R. nee nae 4 5 
Miller, Dr. G. W. : a 4 5 
Orr, Dr. John SS 4 5 
Stevenson, Dr. D. Lyon 4 5 
Todd, Dr. James __... 4 5 
Walker, Dr. E. R. C. 2 5 
Wilson, Dr. James ... 2 5 


RURAL PRACTITIONERS’ Susp-CoMMITTEE, 

99. The following were appointed members of the Scottish 
Rural Practitioners’ Sub-Committee :—Dr. Mungo Bryson (Thorn- 
hill, Dumfries), Dr. R. Burgess (Stanley, Perthshire), Mr. D, 
Elliot Dickson (Lochgelly, Fife), Dr. N. P. Fairfax (Innerleithen), 
Dr. Wm. Haig (Crietf), Dr. George Macfeat (Douglas) and Dr 
W. R. Martine (Haddington). 


Scorrish Apvisory DistripuTion COMMITTEE. 

100. The nominees of the Scottish Sub-Committee on the 
Advisory Distribution Committee of the Department of Health 
for Scotland were re-elected as follows :—Mr. D. Elliot Dickson 
(Lochgelly, Fife), Dr. J, G. McCutcheon (Glasgow), Dr. James 
Wilson (Irvine, Ayrshire), and the Scottish Medical Secretary, 


CurnicaAL CoMMITTEE OF ADVISORY RESEARCH COMMITTEE: 


101. TheSub-Committee was asked to nominate a practitioner, — 
as representative of Scottish insurance practitioners, upon the 
Clinical Sub-Committee of the Scientific Advisory Committee, 
and Dr. G. W, Miller of Dundee was nominated. 


CoNFERENCE OF ScorrisH LocaAL MEDICAL AND PANEL 
COMMITTEES. 


102, It has been decided to hold a conference of Scottish 
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Local Medical and Panel Committees at B.M.A. House, Drams- 
heugh Gardens, Edinburgh, on October 8th, a fortnight. before 
the principal conference in London, This will enable represen — 
tatives of Scottish Local Medical and Panel Committees to — 
discuss matters which are of a purely domestic nature so far a © 
Scotland is concerned, so that their views thereon may 
reported to the London conference, In this way all questions 
affecting insurance practice in Great Britain will receive united 
consideration 

The Scottish Conference will be presided over by Mr. D. Elliot 
Dickson, F.R.C.S.Ed., of Lochgelly, Fife. 


The Local Medical and Panel Committees of each insurance’ 


area are jointly entitled to appoint one representative for every 
100 or less, or part of 100 above each complete 100, upon-the 
Medical List of the area on Ist January, 1931. 
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resentatives must at the time of their election be 
All = actitioners and members or officers of the Local 
solic! Panel Committee electing them, 

bers of the Insurance Acts Sub-Committee and its Rural 
Mem! ers’ Sub-Committee are entitled to attend the 
. and to take part in the debate, but only those who 
vesentatiVes will be entitled to vote. 








are rep 
CENTRAL PRACTITIONERS’ FunD (ScoTLanp), 

93. The Central Practitioners’ Fund for Seotlind for 1930 

finilly determined at 1,899,000 units, an increase of 115,000 

rthe previous year. The figure for 1931 has been provisionally 
, iternived at 1,838,000 units. 

CERTIFICATION, 
New Certification Disciplinary Machinery, 
(See also para. 14 of General Section.) 

‘104, Negotiations for the setting up in Scotland of machinery 
: ‘ar to that which has been adopted in England and Wales, 
ie dealing with cases where a practitioner is alleged not to have 
ised reasonable care in the issue of medical certificates, have 
been proceeded with, because of the unwillingness of the 
tment of Health for Scotland to agree to the exclusion of 
Fhjsurance Committees in considering the reports of the. pro- 

fessional committees on cases which are the subject of inves- 
‘ation, It is understood that the Department of Health is of 
inion that the existing disciplinary machinery is quite capable 
dealing with all such cases. 


Certification on Change of Doctor during Illness, 


105. The Scottish Sub-Committee discussed with the Depart- 
pent of Health the following resolution of the 1928 Conference 
gsodealt with in para. 24 of the general section) :— 


‘“‘That an insurance practitioner accepting on his list 
an insured person who is incapable of work and who has 
previously been receiving certificates from another 
practitioner in the course of the same illness, should issue 
the initial certificate in the form of a First Certificate, 
it being the insured person’s duty to complete, on the 
reverse side of the certificate the partieulars relative to the 
continuance of his illness.” 


The Department expressed the opinion that as difficulties 
yould arise under the Department’s Morbidity Statistics Scheme, 
te appropriate certificate to be given was an Intermediate 
(atificate. The Scottish Sub-Committee is unable to acquiesce 
inthis opinion of the Department inasmuch as any practitioner 
sting in accordance with it would be breaking the Certification 
kules. The Sub-Committee regrets that there should be this 
lifrence of opinion between two Government Departments upon 
midentical issue. 


Demands for Certificates on a Particular day of the Week, 

106. The Sub-Committee has not found it necessary to take 
my action in the above matter (also dealt with in paras. 19-20 of 
the general section), as presumably, it is not felt that the trouble 
aists in Scotland to the same extent as at present in England. 


Appropriate Certificate when R.M.O. and Insurance Practitioner 
disagree. 
(See also paras. 26-7 of General Section). 


17. The Department of Health agrees with the Sub- 
Committee that an insurance practitioner is not bound by the 
técision of the R.MO. as regards his patient’s capacity or 
incapacity for work and it is for the Society to use its discretion 
vhere a practitioner continues to certify a patient as incapable 
vbo has been declared fit by the R.M.O. The Board promised to 
wer to the point in a circular on certification proposed to 
be issued. 


Extension oF MEDICAL BENEFIT UNDER N.H_I. Acts To 
DEPENDANTS OF INSURED PERSONS. 
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108. It'will be seen from paragraphs 33-36 of this Report that 

the Insurance Acts Committee proposes to discuss with the 
Ministry of Health proposals for the gradual inclusion of de- 

feodants of insured persons within the scope of Medical Benefit 

wder the National Health Insurance Acts. The-Scottish Sub- 

Committee proposes to discuss the same proposals with the 
partment of Health for Scotland, 


DISPENSING AND PRESCRIBING. 
Preparations not ordinarily regarded as Medicines. 
(See also paras. 37-39 of General Section.) 

109, Although asked for by the Scottish Sub-Committee, no 
mchinery similar to that which has been adopted for England | 
td Wales for deciding whether a particular preparation or 
mticle is or is not to be regarded as part of medical benefit, has 
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been set up in Scotland as the Department of Health is 
of opinion: that the introduction of such m»chinery is un- 
necessary, having regard to the small number of cases in which 
any difficulty arises. 
Scheduled Appliances. 
(See also paras. 43-5 of General Section.) 

110. Representations having been made by one or two Panel 
Committees that certain appliances should be added to the list of 
scheduled appliances, the Sub-Committee asked Scottish Panel 
Committees for suggested additions, so that they could all be 
dealt with at the same time. Some 16 suggested additions were 
received and these were submitted to the Department of Health. 
With five exceptions, however, the Department, for various 
reasons, declined to agree to the suggestions. As regards 
adhesive plaster rolls it was stated that they were alrcady 
included, and in the case of hypodermic needles (for adminis- 
tration of insulin) it was stated that they were already admitted. 
The Department promised to consider favourably the inclusion of 
Jaconet, and although Elastoplast Bandages and Varicosan could 
not be allowed, it was agreed to consider the advisability of adding 
some similar bandage not sold under a proprietary trade name. 
The view of the Departmert on the general question of additions 
to the list of scheduled appliances is that of reluctanre to take 
any action which would increase expenditure from the Drug Fund 
at the present time as there is a tendency for this to rise. 


Chemical Reagents. 
111. It is being suggested to the Department that the ordering 
of Fehling’s Solution should not be restricted to cases in which 
Insulin treatment is being given. 


Expenses of Drug Accounts Committee (Scotland). 

112. Panel Committees in Scotland have up to now been 
required to make a contribution towards the expenses of the Drug 
Accounts Committee of Scotland, being furnished in return with 
information as to areal prescribing similar to that. which is 
supplied by Pricing Bureaux in England and Wales, but in respect 
of which no charge falls on the Panel Committees. The Scottish 
Sub-Committee considered that the charge, which amounted to 
about £1,500 per annum in all, was inequitable and a source of 
annoyance, and was one which the general body of practitioners 
in Scotland felt should be removed. The matter has been 
discussed with the Department of Health for Scotland, and it has 
been decided that the charge will be discontinued as from 
3lst December, 1930, provided Panel Committees continue to 
investigate local prescribing and in no way slacken their efforts 
in this direction. The Scottish Sub-Committee has circularised 
Sccttish Panel Committees to this effect. Consequential altera- 
tions will be made in Scottish Art. 41(9). 


RANGE OF SERVICE. 


Reference of Form 122 (G. P. 45) to Local Medical Committee in all 
Cases. (See para. 57 of General Section). 

113. Although the Scottish regulations are identical with 
those of England and Wales on the point dealt with in paragraph 
57, the difficulty which has arisen in the latter countries and in 
respect of which an amendment of regulations is proposed, has 
not apparently arisen in Scotland. In these circumstances, it is 
not proposed to amend the Scottish Regulations, but if it is found 
that the difficulty arises in Scotland the matter will be further 
considered. 

Time Limit for serding in Form 122 I.C. (G.P. 45). 

114. The Departmeat of Health will not agree to the ex- 
tension of the period from two days to seven days within which 
the form in question must be furnished by a practitioner. This 
has Leen adopted in England and Wales (see para. 61). 


Form 122 and Cases where Specialist Service is rendered by 
an Insurance Practitioner to Patient not on his List. 
(See also para. 59 of General Section.) 

115. The subject referred to in para. 59 in the general body 
of the Report, i.e., the Committee’s contention: that it was 
unnecessary for the form in question to be filled up where the 
operation was performed by a practitioner who. was not the 
patient’s own insurance doctor, but who was himself an insurance 
practitioner, with which view the Minister of Health agreed, is 
apparently interpreted somewhat differently in Scotland. 
The Department will not go further than to say that, assuming 
the Association’s interpretation of the Regulation to be correct, 
consideration will not require to be given to a tightening-up of 

the Regulations in order to avoid abuse. 


CuARGING OF FEES TO INSURED PERSONS. 
116. The existing Scottish Medi¢al Benefit Regulations on 
this matter differ in minor respects from the English and Welsh 
Regulations, but similar proposals for the revision of Clauses 7 
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and 10 were submitted by the Department of Health (see para- 
graph 65). The matter has been settled, however, by the 
Depa:tment’s acceptance of the proposal of the Scottish Sub- 
committee that after the words in 7 (3) ‘‘ but in either event” 
there be inse:ted the words ‘‘if the applicant was not at the date 
of treatment on the practitioner’s list,” which amendment, it is 
believed, will safeguard the practitioner who has inadvertently 
charged a fee whilst unaware that the patient was insured and 
already on his list. 

Recommendation P: That the alteration of the Scottish 
Medical Benefit Regulations, by the insertion of the 
words ‘‘ if the applicant was not at the date of treatment 
on the practitioner’s list” after the words ‘‘ but in either 
event” in para. 7 (3) of the Terms of Service for 
Practitioners. 

(Hxisting para. 7 (3): If a person in applying for 
treatment does not represent himself to be an insured 
person, but subsequently within one month from the 
date of the presentation by the practitioner of an 
account, or where no account is rendered, the payment 
to the practitioner of any fee or of the last of any fees 
paid in respect of that treatment, requests the Com- 
mittee to secure the withdrawal of the account or the 
refund of the fee or fees paid, and the Committee are 
satistied that he was eligible to receive treatment from 
the practitioner as an insured person, the Committee 
may, if they think tit, require the practitioner to with- 
draw his. account or recover from him by deduction 
from his remuneration or otherwise the fee or fees paid 
by the applicarc, but in either event the Committee 
shall credit the practitioner with the remuneration to 
which he would have been entitled if the applicant had 
been attended by hii as a temporary resident and 
with payments calculated on the basis of the Drug 
Tariff in respect of any drugs and prescribed appli- 
ances supplied to the applicant. Subject to any 
deduction which may be made by way of inflicting a 
penalty under the Committee’s rules, the Committee 
shall repay to the applicant the amount of any fee or fees 
recovered. If the applicant has paid for any drugs or 
appliances supplied on a prescription by the practi- 
tioner the Committee shall, on application within the 
month aforesaid, repay him out of the Drug Fund the 
sum so paid by him, but not exceeding the sum which 
would have been payable for such drugs or appliances 
under the Drug Tariff. The period of one month may 
be extended by the Committee on cause shown.) 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE SET UP UNDER ARTICLE 40 (4). 


117. The alteration being made to Article 41 (3) of the 
English and Welsh Regulations permitting ex-insurance 
practitioners to become members of the Advisory Committee 
constituted under that Article (referred to in para. 76) is not 
necessary in Scotland as the point is adequately provided for by 
the existing wording of Scottish Art. 40 (4). 

118. In connection with the disciplinary machinery under the 
Scottish Medical Benefit Regulations, the Department of Health 
have power to appoint an Advisory Committee for the purpose 
of assisting in the discharge of the Department’s duties under 
the Regulations, and the constitution of the Advisory Committee 
provides for the appointment of a practitioner selected by the 
Department from a Panel of practitioners which is, in the 
Department's opinion, representative of the general body 
of insurance practitioners. The Sub-Committee was asked to 
nominate practitioners for inclusion in this panel, and decided to 
nominate two from each of the five Regions in Scotland. The 
following nominations have been made :— 

N. Region. Dr. J. B. Simpson, Golspie. 
N.E. a Dr. Robert Bruce and Dr. E. R. C. Walker, 
Aberdeen. 
Mr. D. Elliot Dickson, Lochgelly, and Dr. G. W. 
Miller, Dundee. 
Dr. R. W. Craig, Edinburgh, and Dr. David 
Huskie, Moffat. 
Dr. J. G. McCutcheon, Glasgow, and Dr. James 
Wilson, Irvine. 
Frees FoR EMERGENCY TREATMENT. 
119. The difficulty referred to in para. 92 of this Report docs 


not, in the opinion of the Department, arise in Scotland and it is 
not therefore considered that any amendment is necessary. 


CHAIRMAN OF MepicaL SERVICE 
SUB-COMMITTEE. 
(See ulso para. 75 of Genera’ Section. ) 
120. The Scottish Regulations dealing with the above matter 
differ from those appearing in the English and Welsh Regulations, 
aid inasmuch as the difficulties which in the past have been 


APPOINTMENT OF 








experienced in England and Wales in the apn; 

Chairmen of these Sub-committees do not appear to haut 
in Scotland, no question of alteration of Regulations ve atin, 
regards Scotland. ATISe§ ay 


SIMPLIFICATION OF DiscreLINARY MACHINERY Iy Scorray 
D, 


121. The Department of Health for Scotland intimated 
Scottish Sub-committee that as the procedure of g : 
procedure of withholding money from an Insurance Com Pan! F 
had become unnecessarily complicated, it was its inten ~ 
appoint a Sub-committee consisting of representatives r 
insurance practitioners, Insurance Committees ant 
Department, to review the position with a view to simpliticatj Scheme in 
The Insurance Acts Committee requested the Sub-committeg 5 giisable 
bear in mind that the present disciplinary procedure haq w enquiry 
arrived at as the result of considerable experience and thouohy: gubcomm 
that it was giving reasonable satisfaction, and that any sug Ai {juss 28 tO 
proposals for simplitication would require great canal Discted we 
consideration. ‘Tums dec 


‘ twelve mo! 


Signine oF Mepicat Carps sy Locum Teneyg, iat it is 


122. The difficulty experienced in England and Wales, to Gotland ) 
which the alterations referred to in para. 74, to Article 14 (ang fg those 
Clause 5 (3) of the terms of service are to be made, does not atiyy gsious tO 
in Scotland, as Article 14 (1) of the Scottish Regulations state fieal infor 
that ‘‘application by an insured person for acceptance bral jispitals i 
insurance practitioner and inclusion in his list shall be Made by f reatment 
the insured person in such manner as the Committee, with 4 therefore, 
approval of the Department, may require, but nothing jn thegfmenquit’ 
Kegulations shall authorise a person to select a firm a hig f he infor 
practitioner.” ical \ 


geared by 
yw. T 





TRANSFER OF PaTIENT RESULTING FROM MEDICAL Senyicy 
Scus-ComMMITTEE Case. : 

123. The Sub-committee has approved of the action of tly onl 
Department in promulgating a Regulation which came into opg il an 
ation on March 15th, 1931, and which reinserted in Article 34 thy iain 
provision formerly in force, namely, where there was a dispyg “es 
between an insured person and his practitioner, the Insurang | 
Committee could make arrangements, where the case was sy).§ 12. T 
stantiated, tor transferring without delay to another practitionery§ equity 'S 
list. pspective 
divided 11 

REGIONAL MEDICAL OFFICERS AND PRACTITIONERS Comueneng mame, Og 
INSURANCE PRACTICE, history, 

124. The Department of Health issued to Insurance Comffor diagn 
mittees in Scotland on April 8th, 1931, a circular letter requesting of amedi 
them to advise all practitioners whose names may in future bg} povision 
added to the local Medical List to call on the Regional Medics) fom M-E 
Officer for the area, wherever this is practicable. The reagofin cases 
given for this request is that it is considered by the Departmen fatious tl 
to be desirable that a Regional Medical Officer should take agffmm hae 
early opportunity for getting into touch with newcomers to tiygmport ha 
area for the purpose of discussing with them matters relating toi the patier 


Medical Benetit and their obligations under their terms of servieg § hospital, 
} urance 


record car 


19. F 
of Medics 
tavelopes 

(a) To each insurance practitioner there has been allotted ficharge 
a permanent reference number which provides an immediaip§ 6) the pa 
clue to the Insurance Committee area and the Regionl fll) the de 
Medical District. The reference number is incorporated ia #icount 0 
the stamp used to impress on the certificates the name al f mplete 
address of the doctor issuing them. patient 


(b) Certiticate Forms Med. 40 bear a distinguishing letter} . 
The First Certificate being altered to give space for tt Detore 


insertion, by the patent, in the Notice of Illness, of Occuph ca 


susult Pe 


Morsipity Sratistics. 
125. A scheme for obtaining morbidity statistics fra 
Approved Societies became operative on July Ist, 1930. Thy 
following is an outlineof the arrangements :— 


: Saba : ie : A patient in 
tion and Marital Condition, in addition to the particulas# _ 
present included in it. No alteration has been made ontif i. of 


intermediate and final certificate forms. 130. ( 


(c) All Approved Societies operating in Scotland forwal isthe S 
to the Department—in the case of the larger Societies dala) 1, 
in the cass of the smaller Societies weekly—scheduled lit mactitior 
(M.S,1) containing the necessary particulars recorded ond a 
firstand final certificates issued by insurance practitioui§s,. 1,, 
attending their members. A Form (M.S.5) is provided fe form 
the end of each year by the Department for completion TM mmitt, 
Societies and Branches in respect of cases where no Rirance p 
certificates have been issued. A return will also be as represent 
for annually in regard to insured women confined during § BL] 


year. ay tnue the 
(7) From the information thus obtained it will be posi™ tuguiry j 
to make available on the one hand a body of morQil,.y p « 
statistics which can be used with the object of studying this Rep 
problems of the increase and causation of disease, and Ct ie 
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i, hand of preparing a summary of each practitioner's | continue the use of Form M.R. in the amended and simplified 
h Ment of tification experience, which will give a comparative | form suggested by the Sub-committee (see Appendix E). The 
oe ie ee ‘ew in the different areas of the experience of all Scottish | Sub-committee is of the opinion that Form M_R, in its altered 
A I8e§ gy ritioners in regard to certification. form will be of great practical use to insurance practitioners in 
prac connection with their hospital references and accordingly 


OTL AND, ALTERATION oF SysreEM OF RECORD-KEEPING IN SCOTLAND. recommends: 


Until the end of 1930 the system of record-keeping by 











‘ted to thy F126 insurance practitioners consisted of the completion of Recommendation Q: That Form M.R.2 as set out in 
e sais ‘Cards which had to be returned to the Department of Appendix D be approved. 
ntentiong thfor Scotland at the end of each year. Experience has Recommendation R: That the revised Form M.R. as set 


n that these Summary Cards have served no very useful out in Appendix E be approved. 
and in view of the operation of the Morbidity Statistics ee ees : . ar , : 
Pliticgt; " seheme in Scotland, the Department of Health considered it bane su ete as not yet amet t arp mecaniel 
mite cable to substitute for the Summary Cards a different. form clinical enquiry, being anxious to obtain the opinion of Scottish 
] hed a Discussion took place between the Insurance Acts | 1Surance practitioners before doing so. 

d though | fubcommittee and the Department of Health and various sug ges- H. GUY DAIN, 


tatives 
and 













































stipes jus as to the lines upon which such an enquiry should be con- CRibiiainn 
cual Tigted were considered. It was agreed that any enquiry which 

eas decided to institute —_— — cy coer — of 

ths from January to December, In view of the fac saat = 

‘8, Gi is now compulsory under the Local Government Act APPENDIX A. 
es, to land) for local authorities to provide hospital accommodation ee 
> 14 (1)ang far those requiring hospital treatment, the Department was Insurance ae 
S Not stig gsious to obtain as early as possible, full and complete statis- Conn Ss ee| Conferences 
108 stay f teal information as to the availability of beds throughout the Malia AE. 
De by ay f bopitals in Scotland, as well as the number of patients awaiting ‘tities Be PS . 
2 madehy | ieatment as in- or out-patients. It was eventually decided, $/2/8|3 
, With da. therefore, that for the year 1931 it would be desirable to pursue g g | 2 B 
in they f nenquiry into hospital references, it being freely admitted that ac|*1 2 
rm ag hig jeinformation gathered from such an enquiry would be of more ear — 





ical value than that which was obtainable from the statistics 


geared by the Summary Cards previously furnished. Burgess, Prof. A. H., LL.D., D.Sc. ... 


Hawthorne, Dr. C. O., LL.D., D.Se. 
yy. The Department of Health was particularly anxious to Brackenbury, Dr. H. B., LL.D. 
igtitute the new form of record keeping as from January Ist, Harman, Mr. N. Bishop, LL.D. 
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ics fom§ 399. Form M.R.1 has to he completed and sent to the Director McGowan, Dr. R. G.... 


ton of thy @l,and the discussions between the Sub-committec and the Cardale, Dr. H. J. ... “ | 
Into opt Fr urtment, including details connected with the forms to be 
icle 3 the i, were not concluded in time to enable the Sub-committee to Acheson, Dr. S. E. A. 3 | oe 
7 ies gusult Panel Committtees. Bone, Dr. J. W. 3 | M2 
vo a i. The procedure in connection with the current year’s ama: age ee ; =A 
ctitioner'y§ equity is briefly as follows. There are two forms in use, known C sg ‘A E ith Soi 8 2 | 
sayectively as Form M.R. and Form M.R.1. Form M.R. is Cents eae on a i he ie eee 
jirided into two parts—the first containing particulars as to Tein D - Puad (Chairman) oe ae ee a " 
IMENCIG Fyme, age, Occupation, nature of illness, symptoms, medical sara D J co pare ta “1 9 Il 
fiisory, along with particulars as to the reference of the patient hag r ‘ae ST ak Ss 2 1 | 5 
nce Coméior diagnostic aid, out-patient, in-patient treatment, whether Dicks i M ‘D E s 4 | 4 
eq uesting gfamedical, surgical or special nature ; the second containing mo 9 i o ~ _ ‘ = 2 
future gf porision for areport by the Hospital on the patient’s discharge. Gr fala Dr. D. G. 4 1 ly 
| Medial fom MR. has to be sent with the patient to the Hospital, but —— D ; EA ror, 4 1 
he reas fin cases Where it. contains information which the doctor is ae 4 a 3 
partmessfurious that the patient should not see, a special portion of the Pree D ve aes 9 3| : 
| take gfform has to be completed and detached, intimating that the Le Flew n Dr E kK. 2 = 5 
rs to tygmport has been sent to the Ho-pital Rezeiving Officer. When a oer EB och 4 4 a 
lating to he patient has been discharged from or has ceased attending the be oe Ri i - K o M GC re BR. 3 2 1 
f servigggspital, it is expected that the form will be returned to the “at al De T. Satin in a3 3 1 | 3 
" Phwrance practitioner concerned for retention with the patient's MacCarthy, Dr. 2. oa 5 BS <i an) 3 ; 
Sond card. McCutcheon, Dr. J. G. 4 | 2; 3 
Macdonald, Dr. P. 4 29 2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
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30. Tog Medical Statistics at the Department of Health, in special Moves, Dr. R. E.... 0; 1 
velopes provided, within 10 days after (1) the patient’s Panting, Dr. C. H. wat! gas 
allotted $discharge from hospital ; (2) the patient’s recovery or death ; Pooler, Dr. H. W. i ae 
nmediay § 8) the patient’s decision not to apply for admission to hospital ; Radcliffe, Dr. F. 2 -| - 
Regionl @li) the doctor has learned that the patient is at the hospital on Ramsay, Dr. Mabel ... 3 eRe 
cated in gecount of accident, etc. Appropriate sections are provided for Rose Dr. H. ... 4 | l 1 
ame al gomplete information concerning the purpose for which the Scott, Dr. C. F. T. ad axe f oS | 
patient was referred to the hospital, i.¢., for diagnosis, further Smailes, Dr. W.H. ... Me ie ae 4 a ac 
letters, Mizion Or treatment as an out- or in-patient ; the result of the Steed, Dr. J. ... gates wees eee Bel ee = Pe. 
» fora Wlerence of the patient to hospital; whether a reference was Stevenson, Dr. D. Lyon... aaa re =| - 
 pomsidered desirable but not applied for, and particulars of the Thomas, Dr. W. E. ... - be ere Ne 1} 2 
oularsg Muett in respect of whom the practitioner becomes aware that Welch, Dr. E. Be el aie eed -|- 
e call hospital treatment has been obtained during the year ]93] as a Winstanley, Dr. S. A. te eee er ak 1 ee 
result of accident or emergency. 
forvaig.° On account of the many enquiries and protests received Barlow, ve = — Naylor ah ae Tis ; 
“ea in the Scottish Office as to this particular form of enquiry, the Comrie, M “a Ww MeAdem. MS. see) ee! 0; 1 
led li ommittee, in the month of February, issued to all insurance Eccles, D sia D “sel |. aien, teiemaaall aes Meas eg ; 1 
ad onal Mactitioners in Scotland, an explanatory letter in regard to these Evans, me. 7 ~ ? be mae Ey <o f h os a 
‘ition WWforms ; whilst at the same time the Sub-committee obtained acl "5 na ¥ ‘3 at at ay ee eee RTS i | 1 
vided 4 fom the Department an assurance that any future alteration in saat Mr a S.. CBE. es bade, RAD sais, me oe 
tion We form or nature of the records would be submitted to the Sub- Souttar, : D, FG se a" ag 1 
no fai mittee in sufficient time so that the views of Scottish in- Thomson, De PD ” 7 ene Gas ees 
east ee practitioners might be obtained through their accredited Warburton, Dr. P. D. _..- sed: BM 
ing | tepresentatives, ; Young, Dr. James, D.S.O. wae ee - -  0O l 
“ae For the year 1932 the Department proposes to discon- Candler-Hope. Dr. G. J. B. a wea Lo che oe he 1 
vail ue the use of Form M.R.1 and to substitute therefor a clinical Elkington, Dr. G. E. my re es re os Fi l 
orbit ae into the early symptoms of cardiac disease, to be known Johnsten, Dr. G. A. “ip wn me Bee OFS | 1 
eudyitg -R.2. The form to be used in this enquiry is appended to Selby, Dr. P.... - ah oe saw As a ook 








1 on tht this Report (see Appendix D). The Department proposes to 
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APPENDIX «B.” 


GROUPING OF PANEL COMMITTEES SUGGESTED 
BY MINISTRY FOR PURPOSES OF THE MEDICAL 
CERTIFICATION DISCIPLINARY MACHINERY. 


APPENDIX ‘B” (continued) : 














2POwmiZgk Ss 
SR SESE 
a aa 5 

ENGLAND. 

1. Northumberland ... 271 7 
Tynemouth . 42 1 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 140 3 
Gateshead ; 57 1 
South Shields 53 1 

2. Durham County 451 5 
Darlington 28 l 
Sunderland sins 57 2 
West Hartlepool ... 23 1 
Middlesbrough 42 2 

3. Yorks, North Riding 236 4 
Yorks, East Riding 153 3 
Hull : 99 2 
York | 40 l 

| 

4. Yorks, West Riding | 92] 6 
Dewsbury : ) Ol 1 
Huddersfield | 64 1 
Waketield 24 l 
Leeds 235 3 
Bradford ... 143 2 
Halifax 54 1 

5. Sheffield ... 193 4 
Rotherham | 41 2 
Barnsley ... | 30 2 
Doneaster | 35 2 

6. Lancashire 1,375 | 5 
Barrow | 24 1 
Blackburn | 61 1 
Black pool | 50 1 
3urnley ... | 82 l 
Southport | 53 1 
Preston | 56 l 
Cumberland | 118 2 
Carlisle | 20 1 
Westmorland | 64 il 

7. Liverpool 333 5 
Bootle | 78 2 
Wigan | 8 2 
Warrington | 29 1 
St. Helens | 31 l 

8. Manchester | 390 5 
Oldham ... | 80 2 
Salford | 138 3 
Bolton... | 10] 
Bury as | 87 1 
Rochdale... 57 l 

9. Cheshire ... | 504 5 
3irkenhead 84 2 
Chester | 22 1 
Stock port |; 84 2 
Wallasey... | 57 1 
Stoke-on-Trent | 3122 3 

10. Derbyshire | 350 4 
Derby ee | 5d l 
Nottinghamshire ... | 318 4 
Nottingham | 130 2 

11. Staffordshire | 457) 5 
Burton-on-Trent ... 18 | 1 
Walsall ... 50 1 
Wolverhampton 71 2 
Shropshire | 127 3 




















I3. 


14. 


16, 


7. 


18. 


26. 


. Birmingham 


Smethwick 

West Bromwich .. 
Warwickshire... 
Coventry cise 


Lines, (Holland) ... 
Lines. (Kesteven) 
Lines. (Lindsey) ... 
Grimsby 

Lincoln ... 


Leicestershire 
Leicester 
Rutland... ee 
Northants sia 
Northampton 


. Herefordshire 


Worcestershire 
Dudley ... 
Worcester 


Gloucestershire 
Gloucester 
Bristol 
Somerset 

Bath .., 


Berkshire 
Reading 
Buckinghamshire 
Oxfordshire 
Oxtord 


Bedfordshire 
Hertfordshire 
Middlesex 


. Suffolk, East 


Sutfolk, West 
Ipswich 


Norfolk 
Norwich sais 
Great Yarmouth 


. Cambridgeshire ... 


Huntingdonshire 
Isle of E ly 
Soke of Peterborough 


. Cornwall 


Isles of Scilly 
Devonshire 
Exeter 
Plymouth 


. Dorset 


Bournemouth 
Wiltshire 


. Hampshire 


Portsmouth 
Southampton 
Isle of Wight 


5. Kent ... 


Canterbury 
Surrey 
Croydon 


Sussex, East 
Sussex, West 
Brighton 
East bourne 
Hastings 
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Aprenvix ‘‘ B” (continued) : 
—— le eos 
. Eee 
gee $384 
¥ ja” |2B°S 

—— ‘oie 
Essex | 626 5 
; 7) 

Me athend wel se 
West Ham 137 | 2 
fast Hain lst 2 

g, London MES eee ve ao 11,943 12 

| 

WALES. | 

% Anglesea eee r pe coe | 28 ] 
(aernarvon 91 | 
Denbigh oe 107 | 38 
Flint ose oe 84 3 

9, Merioneth 37 3 
Montgomery 37 | 3 
Radnor 23 Z 
Brecon 48 | 3 

| 

yj, Pembroke 41/ 2 
(Carmarthen 93; 4 
Cardigan 38 | y- 
Swansea es aa eae oe | 7 | 3 

9, Glamorganshire | 323) 6 
Cardiff ss 84 | 2 
Merthyr Tydfil 28) 1 
Monmouth Ses a ‘ | 178 4 
Newport ak ae sa ea 34 1 

| } 
APPENDIX C. 
RvLEs AS TO ETHICS OF CONSULTATION. 
Preliminary Definition of Term ‘* Consultant.” 
Inthese Rules the term ‘‘ consultant” is to be understood as 





ing any practitioner who is called upon by the patient or by 
yperson acting on behalf of the patient, to advise in special 
ieumstances with regard to a patient who is already under the 
ofanother practitioner, that other being referred to as the 
“tending practitioner.” 


1. Duty of Consultation. 


Inthe interests alike of the public and of the medical profes- 
fim, it is the duty of a medical practitioner to accept the 
qortunity of consultation, especially upon obscure and difficult 
uses, or where the patient or his friends desire it. 


9. Cases in which Consultation is Especially Required. 


Inthe following cases it is especially the duty of the practi- 
timer in attendance to endeavour, if practicable, to obtain the 


(a) When a question arises of the propriety of performing 
anoperation or adopting some course of treatment which may 
be dangerous to life or permanently injure the condition of 
the patient, especially if the condition which it is thought to 
relieve by this treatment be not itself dangerous to life 

(}) When a questiou arises of destruction of a fetus, or 
unborn child, in the interest of the mother, especially if she 
is not in labour. 

(c) When the practitioner in attendance is in doubt either 
as to the diagnosis or as to the treatment to be followed, and 
delay in arriving at a decision might be dangerous. 
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(d) When there is evidence of anxiety on the part of the 
patient or his friends as to the correctness of a diagnosis or 
of the treatment pursued. 

(e) When the attending practitioner has reason to suspect:—- 

(i) Performance of an illegal operation. 
(ii) Administration of poison. 
(iii) Commission of any other criminal offence. 


3. Choice of Consultant. 


Itis expedient in the interests of the patient, that the choice 
consultant should usually be left to the practitioner in attend- 
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meet a consultant selected by the patient, or the patient’s 
friends, unless he is satisfied that the proposed consultant is not 
qualified by knowledge or special experience to advise upon the 
case, or that he is one of whom he is debarred from meeting on 
the grounds stated in Rule 4. 


4. Refusal to Meet. 


. It is the duty of a practitioner to refuse to meet in consulta- 
10 :-— 


(a) An unregistered person. 


(4) A’ practitioner whose exclusive profession of any 
peculinr system of treatment would render consultation 
futile. 

(c) Any practitioner whose conduct has, afterdue enquiry, 
been declared by some recognised body of the medical pro- 
fession to be detrimental to the honour and interests of the 
profession, such declaration not having been made inoperative 
by any subsequent pronouncement of the body in question or 
of any superior ethical tribunal. 


5. Procedure in Arranging and Conducting Consultations. 


The arrangements for consultation should be made by the 
attending practitioner. 


If a practitioner receives an application to act as consultant 
from any person other than the attending practitioner of the 
patient, he shall not see the patient without the consent of the 
attending practitioner. 


6. Etiquette of Consultation, 


The following Rules of medical etiquette are generally recog- 
mised by the profession with respect to arranging and conducting 
consu'tations, They should be observed, unless there is: sub- 
stantial reason in any particular case for departing therefrom :— 


(a) If the consultation is not held at the patient’s house, 
it generally takes place at the house of the practitioner 
consulted, who also fixes the hour of meeting, unless other- 
wise amicably arranged. 


(b) All parties to a consultation should be punctual. If 
the attending practitioner does not keep the appointment, 
the other or others may, after a reasonable time, see the 
patient, and leave his, or their, conclusions in writing, in a 
closed envelope addressed to the attending practitioner. 


(c) Before seeing the patient, the attending practitioner 
should, asa rule, give the consultant a brief history of the 
case. 


(d) On entering the room of the patient, the attending 
practitioner should precede the consultant, and shouid, if 
necessary, introduce him to the patient, and the attending 
practitioner should be the last to leave the room. The 
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment should be discussed in 
private. 

(ec) The opinion on a case, and the treatment, should be 
communicated to the patient or the patient’s friends by the 
medical man consulted, in the presence of the attending 
practitioner. 


(f) If it is found necessary that the patieat or his friends 
should be made aware of a difference of opinion among the 
practitioners taking part in a consultation, it isthe duty of 
the. consultant, jointly with the attending practitioner, to 
communicate this information. 


(y) The practitioner in attendance should ascertain pre- 
viously, and inform the patient or his friends, as to the 
amount of the fee, which should be paid to the consultant at: 
the time. 


(h) If for some reasor a personal consultation is impossible, 
the attending practitioner should write a letter introducing 
the case, and should courteously and punctually reply toany 
communication from the consultant, and the latter should 
write and forward his opinion, along with any prescription 
he may advise, in a closed letter addressed to the attending 
practitioner. 


(‘) Arrangements for a future consultation should be left 
to the initiative of the practitioner in attendance. 


7. Communications to Patients in the Course of Consultation. 


Great care should be exercised in making any observations in 
the presence of the patient on the nature of the malady, its 
probable issue, or treatment pursued, and all criticisms or reflec- 
tions on the practitioner in attendance must be avoided. Differ- 
ences of opinion, su long as there is final agreement among the 





ae. Nevertheless, a practitioner is not justified in refusing to 


parties tothe consultation, are not to be revealed, but if agreement 
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as to diagnosis and treatment should not be possible and the 
consultant is convinced that the future well-being of the patient 
is concerned in his so doing, he should inform the patient in the 
manner prescribed in Rule 6 (f). 


$8. A/fter-Care of Patients. 


It is the duty of the practitioner in attendance loyally to carry 
out the measures agreed upon at the consultation, and he should 
refrain from making any radical alteration in such measures 
except upon urgent grounds or after adequate trial. 


9. Consultant not to Injure Position of Attending Prac‘itioner, 

In reccgnition of the position of trust in which he is placed 
towards the attending practitioner, the consultant -imust not, by 
unduly ingratiating himself or otherwise, attempt to secure for 
himself a patient, or the relative of a patient, whom he has seen 
in consultation, and must exercise scrupulous care to avoid 
disturbing the contidence of the paient in the attending 
practitioner. 

If the consultant wishes to make any communication with 
regard to any case which he has seen in consultation, he should 
only do so through the attending practitioner, and should not 
discuss the case with the patient or any of the patient’s friends, 
in the absence, or without the consent of, the attending 
practitioner. 


10. Consultant not to Supersede Attending Practitioner. 


A practitioner who has seen a case in consultation should not 
supersede the attending practitioner during the illness with 
regard to which the consultation is held, and, if he be asked to 
attend or prescribe in any future illness he should only do so 
after explanation with the attending practitioner, unless 
circumstances make this impracticable. 


PATIENTS UNDER CARE OF OTHER PRACTITIONERS. 


Rules* in respect of Position of Medical Practitioners called upon 
to examine (otherwise than by Request of Patient or Persons 
Acting on Patient's beha/f). 


(1) Except as hereinafter mentioned, the medical inspector 
should give the medical attendant such notice of the date, time 
and purpose of his visit as will afford reasonable opportunity for 
the medical attendant to be present should he or the patient so 
desire. 

The exceptions are :— 
(2) When circumstances justify a surprise visit. 
(b) When circumstances necessitate a visit within a 
period which does not afford time for notification. 
(c) When the medical inspector, after due enquiry made, 
has no information as to whether the patient is under medical 
care. 


Where the medical inspector has availed himself of any of the 
above exceptions, it shall be his duty to inform the medical 
attendant, if any, of the fact of his visit, and the reasons for his 
action. 

(2) The m-dical attendant must not put any unnecessary 
difficulties in the way of fixing a time convenient to both 
practitioners. 

(3) If the medical attendant fails to appear at the time stated, 
the medical inspector may proceed with his examination torthwith. 


(4) The medical inspector must not, without the consent of 
the medical attendant, do anything in the course of his 
examination which involves active interference with the 
treatment of the case. 


(5) Where the medical attendant fails to communicate with 
the medical inspector, the medical inspector shall at his discretion 
and subject to the consent of the patient, make any examination 
he may consider necessary. 

(6) The medical inspector must not make any comments to 
the patient which are of the nature of criticisms of, or reflections 
upon, the treatment, nor must he express, without the 
concurrence of the medical attendant, any opinion to the patient 
as to the etiology, diagnosis or prognosis of the case. His duty 
is strictly contined to examining into such matters as are 
necessary for the purposes of his report, and reporting to his 
employer, and to his employer only, his conclusions from such 
examination. 

(7) If the medical inspector finds it necessary to report to his 
employer that any modification in the treatment which is being 
carried out is, in his opinion, nece sary to the more rapid 
recovery of the case, he shall, if possible in the first instance, so 
inform the medical attendant. 





* These rules do not apply to Certifying Factory Surgeons. 
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Form re Enquiry into Early Symptoms of Cardiac Disease, a meet 
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1. Patient’s statement as to the nature and date of onset of gh Are 
earliest symptoms suggestive of or attributable to a can A 
lesion :— mt Riy ° 






2. Present condition :— 





(a) Date of examination. 





(b) Patient’s subjective symptoms, 





(c) Physical signs :— 
(1) Cardiac, 
(2) Extra cardiac. 
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3. Diagnosis :— Bp anne 
4. Past illnesses which may have predisposed to the candiag jsion W 

lesion giving ages at onset (delete conditions not pplig, ge" Dr. 
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Past Illness. Age at Onset, -~ 
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(a) Acute Rheumatism 
(b) Chorea 

(c) Influenza 

(d) Sore Throat 

(e) Scarlet Fever 

(f) Diphtheria 

(g) Gonorrhoea 

(h) Syphilis 

(i) Other Il]nesses 
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Confidential. 
BR Ovaesws saan sceeaemneweere seceenee 
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Clinic 
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Dear Sir, 


I shall be obliged if you will give me your advice as tot 
diagnosis and treatment of :  Name........ccccceecesceeseneneeee od 


PGGCSS .éicccscccewsssics 2os-ceaveeseceee sen ncaa 





NOs oeivce caes 
retaining him/her, for in-patient treatment should you consie 
this necessary. 
Yours faithfully, 

Signature.............00ss0ccssesset 

AMM eSS:«. ..55c0c0006s60sess0esm 

BA FADD cosccaseuvacndeans ; 

Summary of History and present condition, including af 


special request. 


Side. 


This page is attached for the convenience of Consultant Medial} 
Ojjicers should they desire to use it for their reply, 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 
I have examined your patient mentioned overleaf, and beg 
advise you as follows :— 
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Heetings of Branches and Divisions 










Yi cH: City OF ABERDEEN DIVISION 
bY ERDEEN BRANCH: EEN 

Ss - of the City of Aberdeen Division held on June 
Diseaug faa mee Supplementary Report of Council was under dis- 
c Ste i In this connexion the representative, Dr. E. R. C. 


‘er, was duly instructed. 








0g ‘on to the medical graduands at Aberdeen University 
Det of thy ase July 6th by the Executive Committee of the 
® cardigg ee Aberdeen Division. Of the thirty-three graduands 


fity ° 


were capped on July 7th, twenty-seven attended, and all 
w 


ent made application for election to the British Medical 

‘ation. After tea, short and _informal addresses | were 
i st <i the chairman of the Division, Mr. F. K. Situ, 
4 Eby Drs. FRASER, BRUCE, and SKINNER. 






ABERDEEN BRANCH: ABERDEEN AND KINCARDINESHIRE 
DIVISION 

,annual meeting of the Aberdeen and Kincardine Counties 

; hy ion was held at 29, King Street, Aberdeen, on June 29th, 
10t app re Dr. R. BRUCE Eres mee 

The following officers eg? a : airs 

a : . R. Bruce. Vice-Chairman, fe. E.. 

set, - Be Secretary and Treasurer, De. D. G. Gordon. ; 

——___§f Thereafter a joint meeting of the Division was held with 

fe City of Aberdeen Division, when the Supplementary 

rt of Council was unanimously adopted, and the repre- 

igtatives instructed. 


he ca 





B. 


Beddie. 





BoRDER CouNTIES BRANCH 
The sixtieth annual general meeting of the Border Counties 
fanch was held at the Crown and Mitre Hotel, Carlisle, on 
Jue 26th, when Dr. Murray B. Steuart, the retiring 
BPyaident, was in the chair, supported by Dr. F. H. Morison, 
insident-elect, and twenty-four members and friends were 


| Be Branch Council’s annual report and financial statement 
ys read, and the names of officers for the ensuing year 
mounced as follows: 
t President, Dr. F. H. Morison. 
VicePresidents, Dr. C. W. Graham and 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. 
q Hmorary Secretary, Dr. E. C. Ellis 
Qn the motion of the CHAIRMAN, a cordial vote of thanks 
ys accorded to the honorary secretary, Dr. Willan. 
Dr. Mortson, having been invested by Dr. Sreuartr with 
the insignia of office, delivered his presidential address, entitled 
“Hospitals, past, present, and the future.”’ At its conclusion 
he proposed a vote of thanks to Dr. Steuart for his conduct 
the chair. The motion was carried, as was also a similar 
ywte to Dr. Morison for his interesting address, which it was 
oped would be printed and circulated to all members of the 
Bunch. Dr. Morison subsequently entertained the members 


President-Elect, Dr. D. C. Welsh. 
Dr. Murray B. Steuart. 
G. T. Willan. Deputy 





sees eenm BoRDER COUNTIES BRANCH: ENGLISH DIVISION 
Qn Sunday, July 5th, a party of members of the English 
Dwision and friends had a very successful day’s outing in 
us tol fe Langdale district. The party was divided into three 
vsescsnm f fOUpS—tock-climbers, fell-walkers, and strollers. The more 
aive—or less busy—members met at Grasmere about mid- 
sem Bay, while the strollers arrived later in the afternoon. Six 
conside @ mk-climbers, under the expert guidance of Dr. Wakefield, 
saled the face of Pavey Ark. Eigliteen fell-walkers, led by 
the retiring president, Dr. Wilson Young, reached the summit 
f two of the Pikes—Harrison Stickle and Blea Rigg. On 
the way back to Dungeon Ghyll they were in time to watch 
the progress of some of the climbers on the Crescent, one of 
wm the most spectacular parts of the climb. Mr. Craig Dunlop 
“Bike meanwhile acted as general guide to the third group 
with evident success, in spite of the not too favourable 
weather. The day ended with a delightful and very welcome 
mel, at which the party were entertained by the kind 
hospitality of Dr. and Mrs. Wilson Young. 





ng a 


Dorset anp West Hants BRANCH 

The summer meeting of the Dorset and West Hants Branch 
Was held at Blandford on July Ist, when Mr. Kinsey 
Moxcan was in the chair and thirty-one members were present. 
Before the meeting lunch was provided at the Crown Hotel. 
Dr. Horton read a paper on perinephric abscess, and Mr. 

IN a paper on malignant disease of the stomach ; they 
Were followed by long and interesting discussions. Tea was 
Provided by Dr. K. J. T. Wilson at his home. 
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Meetings of Branches and Divisions (Se Le ae 
GLasGcow Division 
A meeting .of the Glasgow Division, with Dr. Marion 


GILCHRIST in the chair, was held on June 29th. The minutes 
of the general meeting held on April 6th were read, approved, 
and signed. Dr. HeEnperson suggested that the charities 
secretary of the Division should collaborate with the Branch 
Charities Subcommittee. 

The SecRETARY then read the following letters: (1) from 
the Town Clerk Deputy, stating that the corporation had 
agreed that no alteration should be made on the existing 
practice with regard to the appointment of medical officers 
under the public health services ; (2) from Dr. Gray, Acting 
Scottish Medical Secretary of the Association, intimating that 
the Department of Health would not consent to advertise 
the appointment for deputing divisional medical officers ; 
(3) from E. W. Hancock of the Department of Health, inti- 
mating that the Department considered that advertising of 
vacancies in the regional medical services would be difficult, 
but that any practitioner who applied would be carefully 
considered if a vacancy arose ; (4) from Dr. George Allan, 
containing the text of the proposals of the Scottish Committee 
for amendm nt of the Council’s Report on the problem of the 
out-patient. 


GLAsGOw AND West oF SCOTLAND BraNncu: ARGYLLSHIRE 
DIvIsIon 

A meeting of the Argyll Division was held at Oban on 
July 29th, when there was a fair attendance of the members. 
Dr. R. R. McNicor, chairman of the Division, presided, 
and, before proceeding with the business of the meeting, took 
the opportunity to give expression to the loss that the 
practitioners in Argyll had sustained by the sudden death 
of the late medical officer of health of the county, Dr. 
Patrick Gillies, who had always shown himself possessed of 
a sympathetic understanding of the difficulties and problems 
of general practice, and a readiness to help in any way 
within his power. 

The following officers were elected for 1931-32: 


Chairman, Dr. J. N. Hamilton. Vice-Chairman, Dr. G. Hender- 


son. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. J. D. McCallum. 
Representative in Representative Body, Dr. J. N. Hamilton. 


Deputy Representative in Representative Body, Dr. G. Hendersen. 


Kent BRANCH 

The annual meeting of the Kent Branch was held on July Ist, 
at Maidstone, where sixty members were entertained to lunch 
by the President-Elect, Dr. ALFRED GREENWooD, the county 
medical officer of health, who was supported by the President 
of the Branch, Dr. G. E. F. Sti-wetrt (Beckenham), and his 
predecessor in office, Dr. A. B. McMaster (Dover). After 
lunch, the officers for the next year having been elected and 
the accounts approved, the new PRESIDENT gave an address. 
He said that he had been President of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch in 1911, and now this much appreciated 
honour was conferred upon him after nineteen years in Kent. 
The occasion conduced to retrospect and forecast, and the 
address was received with appreciation and more than formal 
thanks. 

Thereafter the members went to East Malling to visit the 
Pomological Experimental Research Station, whose work was 
explained to them by the enthusiastic staff. If a dozen 
young apple trees were bought in the market, it was said, 
and they were planted together and similarly treated, it 
would soon be evident that they were developing on quite 
different lines. The first work of the station was to clarify 
the results. Four main apple stocks had been differentiated. 
When scions of another single tree were grafted upon each 
of these, the resulting trees on one stock would certainly 
grow to five feet and fruit in three years ; on another to 
twenty feet, fruiting in ten years ; on the others, intermediate 
—a most important economic result. The stocks differed also 
in their power of resisting disease and in other qualities, 
which they could transmit unchanged to their progeny. In 
the laboratory a clinical lecture was given on fungal, microbial, 
and virus diseases, ‘“‘ patients’’ (apple or raspberry trees) 
being shown. Treatment here was preventive, strains sus- 
ceptible to prevalent diseases being eliminated. Thus apple 
plants from a year old were kept in close contact with 
‘‘ woolly aphis ’’ infected stock, and not till they had escaped 
infection for five years were their stocks declared immune. 
In the biochemical laboratory it was sought to discover what 
chemical difference, if any, could be made out between the 
stocks to explain their marked cultural diversity. A study of 
serial sections of the wood of stocks, and spectroscopic exam- 
ination of the ashes, had given interesting results. Lead 
was only found in the lowest layers of the roots ; molybdenum, 
| vanadium, and silver were found in traces, but each only 
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up to a definite level, suggesting that the cells of the stock 
or trunk had a selective absorbing power which they could 
exercise on the sap. 

Members were given an excellent tea at the experimental 
station, with quantities of well-ripened Kent strawberries, 
and they drove away home through miles of orchards and 
hopfields. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: St. HELENS DIVISION 
The annual meeting of the St. Helens Division was held at 
the Raven Hotel on June 30th. The following officers were 
appointed for 1931-32: 

Chairman, Dr. J. S. Lyle. Vice-Chairman, Dr. H. A. Lomax, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, and Representative in Repre- 
sentative Body, Mr. A. A. W. Merrick. Deputy Representative in 
Representative Body, Dr. R. Jackson. 

It was decided that a deputation from the local branch of 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Miners’ Union, to discuss the 
fees for certification, should be received on July 13th. The 
Supplementary Report of Council was discussed. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: GREENWICH AND DEPTFORD 
Division 

The annual general meeting of the Greenwich and Deptford 

Division was held on July 17th. 

The proposal in regard to salaries of whole-time medical 
officers was approved. It was also unanimously agreed that 
in the interests of patients domiciliary treatment should be 
carried out by private practitioners and not by whole-time 
public health medical officers. 

The Medical Officer of Health put forward for consideration 
and discussion the proposed scheme for the control of mid- 
wives’ cases in the borough. For those midwives who were 
willing, the borough proposed to buy out their practices on a 
five-year payment scheme, and then to employ them at a fixed 
salary to attend their cases, the borough being paid by the 
patient. A panel of suitable handy-women would be pre- 
pared, who would be controlled and paid by the borough. 
No definite resolution was adopted. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: KENSINGTON DIVISION 
The annual general meeting of the Kensington Division was 
held at Cheniston Lodge, Cheniston Gardens, W.8, on July 
7th, by invitation of the chairman, Mr. Howarp M. Srrat- 
rorD, Mr. Stratford spoke of the great loss sustained 
by the British Medical Association and the WKensington 
Division by the death of Mr. E. B. Turner, and the members 
showed their respect by standing up. 

Dr. Christine Murrell was clected as chairman for the 
ensuing year, Dr. A. Keith Gilbson was re-elected as secretary, 
and Dr. J. Cohen as assistant secretary. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded with acclamation 
to Dr. H. M. Stratford for his long and valuable services as 
chairman ; this was proposed by Sir ALFRED RiIcE-OXLEy, 
seconded by Dr. A. S. HERBERT, and spoken to by Dr. 
MurreE-cvt and Dr. GisBson. 


A general meeting of the Division was held at the Great 
Western Royal Hotel on July 28th, when Dr. Curistine 
MurRkKELL was in the chair, and there was a good attendance 
of members. 

It was decided to form a hospital subcommittee, to which 
all matters concerning the relations of practitioners with 
hospitals might be referred. Election of members of this 
subcommittee was then proceeded with, and after the general 
meeting an inaugural meeting of the subcommittee was held 
to decide on methods of procedure. Similarly, an infant 
welfare subcommittee was elected, the members of which 
discussed future arrangements after the general meeting. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the representatives after 
the receipt of their report on the proceedings at the Annual 
Representative Meeting. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: SOUTH MIDDLESEX 
DIVISION 
An ordinary meeting of the South Middlesex Division was 
held at the Teddington and District Memorial Hospital on 
June 30th. 

Dr. Geldard (Honorary Secretary) and Dr. Walton (Chair- 
man) were appointed members to the Branch Centenary 
Committee. 

A letter was read from Dr. Rowland Fothergill (Brighton) 
on the subject of an oil painting of the Medical Secretary, 
and on the motion of Dr. Nasu, seconded by Dr. R. LanGpon- 
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Down, a resolution was unanimously adopted image 









the proposal. eeting ¢ 
A further motion was carried congratulating Dy pa 10th. 
being awarded the Gold Medal of the ; “«s i 


Associat: We. in, } 
services he has rendered to the ‘Aceon ‘omen for “ia ow 
years. The Annual Report of Council (Supplements 5 a goo 
25th, May 2nd, and June 27th) was adopted and $ of Aj oreciated. 
sentative instructed thereon. the Tep, P 
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METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WANDS WortH Divisy vit - 
ON {follo 


A meeting of the Wandsworth Division was held at s 










Restaurant on July 8th. Some discussion took place ea Ubunan, 
formation of a school treatment centre at Streathas ? D J 
difficulty being inability to help financially. It was ms +8 of: 
that the Division was most anxious to help the Londen at odern 
Council in any friendly way or with direction, Ing aed 
were then given to the two representatives. ; of dr 
Dr. GARDNER proposed a resolution, which was as the p 
unanimously, placing on record the Wandsworth Division’ any 0 
grateful appreciation of the work for the Division of Dr} - hardly 


Biggs, ‘‘ for his unfailing courtesy, his ready help, and 
splendid example of professional integrity “he has alwanself t0 2 © 
shown. On his retirement from practice and removal fg ealth, the 
Wandsworth the members wish to convey to him their since As regar 
good wishes for his health and happiness in his new Aco reatment 

In seconding this resolution Dr. ATHELSTAN Nopps ypicdpooks, it ¢ 
the feelings of every member of the Division in saying thf Hygien 
Dr. Biggs’s departure from Wandsworth was a matter Alexander 

great personal loss to each one, inasmuch as Dr, Biggs }, ygiene. 
always been so able, fair-minded, and kindly in his ju ‘ear Book 
ment. ontributed 
information 
Great Brit 


MIDLAND BRANCH ; 
heir abset 


The annual meeting of the Midland Branch was held 


July 7th at the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, Derby. — 
SHIPMAN presided, and about forty members were present, r. recent 


I he Branch en separa that the membership had beey cardiff by 
maintained at 926 for the past two years. ‘William M 
Two matters of special importance had_ been considerei( hevalier 
by the Branch Council, the first being the reorganization Othe staten 
the Branch area. This was considered on several occasions resident « 
as it was felt to be very important that the Derbyshirecent, of tl 
Division should have some representative unitary authority rescription 
to negotiate with public authorities. It was finally propose 100 pre 
that no further action should be taken on_ the formatioiyere boot! 
of a Derbyshire sub-branch or joint committee until a In dealir 
question had been reconsidered by the Derby Division. Thep, Rolle: 
Glossop Division had joined the Midland Branch. Cettaingifered fre 
parts of North Nottinghamshire were about to be added upper clas 
the Nottingham Division, and the Lincolnshire Division! qistilled li 
would shortly form a separate branch. The second Was deprecatin, 
about hospital policy. Sir Ropert Bo Lam gave a publitfecion tov 
lecture on hospitals and their future, in Nottingham, onyarious e: 
April 28th. Reprints of this lecture have been made, an¢ interest in 
on the instruction of the Branch Council these have beet ment in r 
distributed to all members of the Branch, asking them to treatment 
read and pass them on to anyone likely to be interested. — had been | 
The following officers were elected: out any it 
President, Dr Hugh Barber. Honorary Secretary and Treaswe 
Mr. S. A. S. Malkin. | Oxro 
Dr. BarBER gave a lecture on the natural history of rem 4) extra | 
dwarfs. He said that he had been able to follow the histor! 5) a+ ¢h 
of some of these patients for a considerable period. After ing’ payin 
giving some interesting pathological data, with x rays an isting of 
microscopical sections, he showed two patients who Wet py Cheat 
suffering from renal dwarfism. At the conclusion of this 3 policy 
interesting lecture an informal discussion took place an Hospital 
finally a vote of thanks to Dr. Barber was district. 
unanimously. 


NorTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH A general 
was held | 


The annual meeting of the North of England Branch € sects 
held at the Palatine Hotel, Sunderland, on July 2nd. Th oF. 
following officers were elected: Tisitmaee 

President, Dr. I. G. Modlin. President-Eleci, Dr. J. Browle Dr, F. 
Vice-Presidents, Mr. Stanley Ritson and Dr. A. Fairlie. Honew' oficg in 
Secretary. Mr. Norman Hodgson. Assistant Honorary Secrélith, received ; 
Mr. A. Hedley Whyte. Scientific Secretary, Mr. Harvey Eves. The ty 

After the business meeting the members were entertaitel public he 
to lunch by the incoming President, Dr. Modlin, and dag ‘ance, wer 
the afternoon the golf competition for the cup presented) 96, 199 
Dr. D. F. Todd was held on the Wearside course, the | T. 5, 
being, Dr. D. P. Pick of Crook. A most enjoyable aftet@™) jin pe 
was also spent by several non-golfers who visited the eo | with reg, 
ring Sanatorium at Grindon, where they were ente Motion { 
ea. 
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Oth. ah Beics . : 
: July en trated by lantern slides, was delivered by Dr. 
for lac ems. physician to the London Hospital. There 


ry + ‘good! attendance, and the lecture was very much 
0 4. 
the rep, preciated. 





OxForRD AND READING BRANCH 

nnual meeting of this Branch, held on July 15th, 
he resident. Dr. W. J. Susman, in the chair, the 

iol d officers for the ensuing year: 

Iv were electe : ‘ 
Stage ged Dr. E. C. Montgomery. Vice-President, Dr. W. J. 
ip ll = e fonorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. J. G. Bird. 
Fr usman. 









ham _D. Rorteston gave an address on some medical 
 Tesoh 1s of the alcohol problems. He said that the message 
D Counypf modern science, which was not emphasized as it should 
struc in medical education, was not so much connected with the 


jg of drunkenness, which were admitted by all, but to 
seal the pernicious effect of even small quantities of alcohol 
rc of efficiency. While maintaining that there 
Division’ n any form a P P > 
f Dr. Yas hardly any branch of medicine into which the subject 
and f alcoholism did not penetrate, Dr. Rolleston confined him- 
3 alwayself to consideration of the subject in relation to public 
val ealth, the history of medicine, and therapeutics. 
it sinced As regards public health, he deprecated the stepmotherly 
hometreatment that alcoholism received in most modern _text- 
S voiodpooks, in contrast with the attention given it in the Manual 
‘ing thf Hygiene published over sixty your ago by Edmund 
latter qjAlexander Parkes, the founder of the science of modern 
iggs hajhvgiene. In the recently published International Health 
iS judgdYear Book for 1929, only fifteen of the forty countries which 
oatributed reports on their public health progress gave any 
information as to the prevalence of alcoholism among them, 
‘reat Britain, France, and Germany being conspicuous by 
heir absence from the list. In dealing with the public 
held og,eaith aspects of prohibition in the United States, Dr. 
Y. Driolleston alluded to evidence given in favour of the measure 
resent. ‘at recent meetings of the British Medical Association at 
tad beey~ardiff by Dr. Franklin Martin, and at Manchester by Dr. 
_ ‘William Mayo, as well as recent opinions expressed by Dr. 
msidere|Chevalier Jackson and Dr. Richard Cabot. He also quoted 
ation othe statement made by Dr. A. Dean Bevan, a former 
CaSiONs}yresident of the American Medical Association, that 90 per 
Tbyshitéeent, of the physicians who were granted licences to issue 
ut! onty prescriptions containing alcohol prescribed their full allotment 
TOPOSEof 100 prescriptions every three months, almost all of which 
re were bootlegging prescriptions. 
ntl thé Jp dealing with the medico-historical aspects of the subject, 
a. They. Rolleston sail that alcoholism in the ancient world 
erlaitdiffered from that of to-day in its predominance among the 
“Ged upper classes, the lack of legislative control, the absence of 
vision distilled liquors, and the non-existence of syphilis. After 
nd Wasdeprecating the widespread indifference in the medical pro- 
publicfession towards the alcohol problem, for which he offered 
aM, Mvarious explanations, Dr. Rolleston stated that his own 
de, au interest in it had been aroused by the success ot an experi- 
ve Deel ment in reducing to nil the consumption of alcohol in the 
hem treatment of diseases in the Western Hospital, of which he 
had been medical superintendent for the last five years, with- 
out any increase in the mortality or delay in convalescence. 
reasure —_—_—_—___— 


i OXFORD AND READING BRANCH: OxForD Division 
m Fed An extra meeting of the Oxford Division was held on August 
A sth, at the Radcliffe Infirmary, to consider the policy govern- 
ie ing paying beds in this institution. A committee con- 
5 we SUNg of Dr. Watson Skinner, Dr. J. A. Wood, Dr. Little, 
of this Dr. Cheatle, and Dr. Woodroffe was appointed to work out 
,4 policy on the lines of the British Medical Association 


diy t,.: . ; ; 
Be prom Policy best suited for the particular needs of the 
istrict. 





SHROPSHIRE AND Mip-WaLrs Brancu 
A general meeting of the Shropshire and Mid-Wales Branch 
+h wag “8S held on June 16th at the Royal Salop Infirmary. A list 
| Ty of Practitioners from Montgomeryshire and Radnorshire sug- 
| 8ested by headquarters for ‘‘ approval ’’ under the Mental 
| Treatment Act, was passed. 

Dr. F, A. Anderson was selected as president-elect, to take 
ow office In October. The financial statement for 1930 was 
= “ceived and adopted. 
rail The two binding resolutions (1) on salaries of whole-time 
duty public health medical officers, and (2) on domiciliary attend- 
ed} 0, Were unanimously adopted. The resolution of October 
wat %6th, 1926, on public health salaries was rescinded. 
ae The Tepresentative, Dr. Mackie, was instructed as to the 
bent 


Ta should pursue at the Annual Representative Meeting 


he tegard to various points, especially the East Herts 
. ) 


0 for a referendum in all measures of great importance. 


° 








Jourry 

SS NortH WALES BRANCH SOUTHERN BraNcH: PorTsMoUTH DivISION 

Mend oy of the North Wales Branch was held at Denbigh on | A meeting of the Portsmouth Division was held at the Queen’s 
A meeting A British Medical Association Lecture, on right Hotel, Southsea, on June 25th, when Dr. Jeans, chairman, 


presided, and fifteen members were present. After corre- 
spondence had been read, Dr. Jeans vacated the chair, and 
Dr. McAsktE presided. 

Dr. JEANS, as representative, read various proposals of 
Council on the agenda for the Representative Meeting con- 
cerning which he wished for guidance. Dr. Dewey proposed, 
and Dr. LytLe seconded, a motion ‘‘ that the Portsmouth 
Division does not approve of the Association inviting an 
extension of the panel.’’ 

Dr. WarrREN presented the accounts of the annual dinner, 
which were passed. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to Drs. Mearns Frazer and Warren for their successful 
organization of the dinner, and a committee, consisting of 
the chairman, vice-chairman, honorary secretary, and Drs. 
Mearns Fraser and Warren, was appointed to consider where 
future dinners and suppers should be held. 

On the motion of Mr. Ripout, it was unanimously agreed 
that thie rules of the Division relating to consecutive years of 
service of elected members of the Executive Committee should 
be adhered to, and that members must automatically retire 
at the end of their fourth year on the committee. 


SoutH MIDLAND BRANCH: BUCKINGHAMSHIRE DIVISION 
The annual meeting of the Buckinghamshire Division was held 
at the Crown Hotel, Aylesbury, on June 26th, when Dr. S. P. 
HuGains was in the chair. The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

Chairnian, Dr. L. L. C. Reynolds. Vice-Chairman, Dr. J. W. F. 
Graham. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. D. J. B. Wilson 
(re-elected). Charities Secretaries, Drs. L. W. Reynolds and S. P. 
Huggins. 

The Report of Council on the problem of the out-patient was 
considered and approved. A number of resolutions for the 
Representative Meeting by other Divisions were discussed. 


SouTH-WESTERN BRANCH 
The ninety-second annual meeting of the South-Western 
Branch was held on June 17th at Deller’s Cafe, Paignton, 
when the President, Mr. D. O. Twininc, was in the chair, 
and nearly eighty members were present. 

The annual report of the Branch Council for the year 
1930-31 and the annual financial statement for 1930 were 
unanimously adopted. Mr. P. D. Warburton was re-elected 
honorary secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Twining then vacated the chair and introduced his 
successor, Dr. A. E. Carver, who was greeted with acclama- 
tion. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring 
president for his services in the interests of the Branch during 
his term of office, and he was elected a vice-president of the 
Branch. Mr. Twinine acknowledged the motion. 

Dr. Carver delivered his inaugural address, entitled ‘‘ From 
one generation to another.” 


SouTH-WESTERN Branco: Torguay Division 
A general meeting of the Torquay Division was held in the 
Torbay Hospital on June 29th, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. K. R. C. Hattowes. Dr. Ernest Ward and Dr. B. E. P. 
Sayers were elected as representatives of the local medical 
profession on the council of the Torbay Hospital contributory 
scheme. 

Two resolutions regarding (a) salaries of whole-time public 
health medical officers, and (b) domiciliary attendance by 
whole-time medical officers, were passed unanimously. A 
motion for the rescission of a previous binding resolution on 
salaries of public health medical officers was unanimously 
adopted. Some further discussion took place on the Report 
of Council on the problem of the out-patient, and on the 
Suppiementary Report of Council, and the representative 
was instructed as to the views of the Division on several 
points. The allocation of the sum of £650, raised by the aid 
of the Division Derby Fund for Medical Charities, was then 
discussed and agreed to. 


SuFFOLK BRANCH: SovTuU SUFFOLK DIVISION 

A meeting of the South Suffolk Division was held at the 
East Suffolk and Ipswich Hospital on June 19th, when Dr. 
C. S. Srappon was in the chair, and eleven members were 
present. The two binding resolutions regarding (a) salaries of 
whole-time public health medical officers, and (b) domiciliary 
attendance by whole-time medical officers, were adopted, and 
the resolution of January 22nd, 1926, was rescinded. The 
following items in the Annual Report of Council were dis- 
cussed: (a) road accidents fees ; (b) out-patient departments ; 
(c) hospital payment of staff ve State-aided patients; (d) 
pharmacy and poisons. 
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to have become, know our value, and _ the tims ais ; 
Correspondence necessary to replace us. They also know that we ie 

——— ing over the financial value of our services, and 50 te fy 4 
CAPITATION FEE yet won a complete victory on that point, Furthe ] CHES 

Srr,—The Government’s motive should be clearly ascer- know that individually we are helplessly shackled to it me 
tained regarding the suggested cut of one shilling from the Surely we can now make a determined and United 5 7 A Cou 
capitation fee. If, as has been stated in some papers, the otherwise nothing but complete subjugation teeny the last ¢ 
Government considers that the doctors are overpaid, then the I am, ete., 2 a ittees | 
Government should be informed that such a proposal cannot T. Witson SHaw, M.D,, BS o rt was 

Lancs, Aug. 17th. M.R.C.S., LRP Se, fis 107° 
1 


be entertained. The numerous reasons having been given 
many times, I will refrain from repeating them 

On the other hand, if the Government is genuinely endea- 
vouring to economize during the depression, then some tem- 
porary arrangement might be made. It should be emphasized 
that the doctors have already had a large cut in the capitation 
fee. In these circumstances any further reduction must 
coincide with a reduction in the terms of service. For 
instance, the following items could be put outside the terms 
of contract: (1) anaesthetics ; (2) surgery in all forms, with 
the exception of the opening of abscesses ; (3) special treat- 
ments—for example, injection of varicose veins ; and (4) the 
abolition of records. 

This would not cause any hardship on the poorer class of 
panel patient, while the better class panel patient would be 
able to afford the treatment when necessary. Thus the doctor 
would have some opportunity of keeping his income up to 
the present level until the Government was able to offer the 
full terms of service again.—I am, etc., 

Sunderland, Aug. 17th. G. Foster SMITH. 

Sir,—I wish to fully endorse Dr. R. W. Goldsbrough’s 
letter ve the capitation fee, which you published in the 
Journal of August 15th. 

When I was demobilized and purchased a practice in 1921 
the capitation fee was 11s. The price I paid was based upon 
this. A few months later we were asked to accept, as an 
act of patriotism, our first reduction. This we did. Soon 
followed agitation for a further reduction. Now we are left 
with only 9s., for what I believe, pre-war, was valued 7s. 3d. 

We are again to be pressed—this time for economic reasons 
—to suffer a reduction of a further shilling, leaving only 
8s. (pre-war 7s. 3d.). Surely we have already shouldered our 
share in this direction. Surely the time is now ripe to tell 
the country so, and to stand firmly together. : 

If economize we must on the medical side of the national 
health insurance service, there must ‘be other channels of 
approach. Less than a year ago there was an advertisement 
for more deputy regional medical officers. The salary offered 
was £800, with certain extras, and the prospect of a pension 
on retirement for men under 50 (I believe the age stated) 
when appointed. Under present conditions such a prospect, 
without any outlay of capital or working expenses, makes 
many a country panel practitioner envious, to say the least. 
After all, he is the man on the spot who takes the rough-and- 
tumble of the service. He can be least spared. 

For his job to be worth while, my opinion is that the 
minimum capitation fee should be 10s. 6d. for patients within 
two miles, 21s. for patients between two and four miles, 
31s. 6d. for patients between four and six miles, and so on. 
Even so, I should prefer two panel patients in the next street 
to one over two miles away. By adopting such a capitation 
fee, and bringing administration to the irreducible minimum, 
surplus regional medical officers might be absorbed, one could 
expect a more contented service, more smaller panel lists, 
and therefore more attention for the patients by less harassed 
practitioners. An anxious member of a poorly paid service 
can hardly be expected to produce the best results. The 
terms of service seem ever to be on the increase, whilst the 
capitation fee is ever on the decrease. 

Consider the cost of our training. The average man is well 
into his third decade before he earns one penny ; there is the 
cost of a practice, the cost of running that practice ; and then, 
with what is left over, the cost of living. Can a man 1n 
fairness be expected to give a fair deal for a capitation fee 
of 8s.? In the majority of cases a man’s training and 
practice represents all his capital. He is justified in expecting 
a fair return on this capital, in addition to remuneration for 
his labour. As things are, a conscientious man cannot help 
feeling that he is being exploited as a charitable institution. 

Business men, whose victims we professional men appear 
















SS a 2 sche 

Sir,—It appears likely that the financial Position of do —z 
country will render it necessary for the Minister of oe 3 
to negotiate a lower capitation fee with panel Practitig Ss be 
If it is shown to be necessary, it will no doubt be vd ial | 
accepted. But, sentiment apart, before accepting a eth 3 
contract, this appears to be the moment to review 4 iain ha 
situation. . heal 
The relation of the Minister to the panel Practitiong a enane 
not strictly one of master and servant. It is not the peg iP an a 
of a Minister to a permanent civil servant whose salary j 7 then 


be reduced. It is the position of a man trying to buy fe geceived 


a cheaper market and place a new contract at a cheaper rf the earli 























It is not unreasonable for the contractor before accep ly: sixth 
. . mhirty-SL 

reduced terms to seek some alteration in the terms of ‘siplice 

which by general consent are deemed unsatisfactory :. one 
be 0 ’ 


the constitutional right of appeal from the decision of ind going 
Minister to the courts of law, or at least to some spit . eremet 
tribunal, should be restored before any new contraets + the doct 
accepted. Are the rights of an ordinary citizen top Ls the 


for the panel doctor to ask for? feet of hi 

It has been laid down that, as far as possible, the stan¢, act wi 
of treatment of insured persons shall rightly be the same dovision 1 
that given to private patients. Is it too much to ask 4 ihe objectic 
the Ministry and its subordinates shall show to panel pradfpractitioner 
tioners the same courtesy as they extend to private pm using exc 
tioners? Chairmen and directors of approved societies } he two eX 


recently joined in the campaign of vilifying panel doctor the council 
might not they be better occupied in stimulating their ¢ guinea ; 
local secretaries in the direction of greater efficiency aig the repc 
co-operation ? 10 classe 

The Ministry of Health recently published Memo 329/IGipjstrict Me 
a threatening and, in my view, a_ definitely misleadileports on 
pamphlet, containing the promise of more to come. Surégike for in 
before any new contracts are entered into, panel practition disposed te 
should have some guarantee that this campaign is to. cealgcured Mi 
If the new contracts could inaugurate a new era of frien 
co-operation between the Ministry, the approved societies, ; 
panel doctors, to the benefit of the patients, they would, ¢ 
at a monetary loss, be welcome indeed.—I am, ete., 


J. C. G. Dickwsoy, 


Na’ 


: ihre g Surgeon ( 
Braunton, N. Devon, Aug. 18th. ani A.C. 
pei ee to the Cha 

VISITING MEDICAL STAFFS OF VOLUNTARY Surgeon 
HOSPITALS boke ; G. 

Surgeon 


Sir,—The statement made by the chairman of the Hospitihepiciey ; 
Committee regarding the joint committee formed to disciiijor Haslar 
relationships between hospitals and staffs will be welcom, Surgeon” 
in very many quarters. No doubt a series of frank and V0 este 
pathetic discussions between the representatives will resilt#p yy. Coa 
a clearer understanding of the position of the members 
honorary staffs in relation to contributory schemes. 

It is surely by such methods that this question sho 
proceed, and, as progress is made at these central discussi i 
hospital staffs will be interested to learn of their nature Sian 
extent, and will be encouraged to work together along # 7 pe 
approved lines. J. B. Geo 

Many of us are of the opinion that this method is] me Bat 
ferable to isolated and sporadic attempts on the part! The toll 
hospital staffs to settle the question in advance with #4 provisions 
committees. The inevitable reply is made that the ceil 1831: T. 
bodies of representatives are dealing with the matter, and 
my mind any further pressure is ill-timed and_ altoget Wr; 
regrettable in this period of national economic distres. ae 
is also calculated to place our work and our splendid as $.M.O. 


Major V 
ill health. 


fession in none too dignified a position.—I am, etc., Flight 
" MB, Halton ; 

HERBERT F. BLACKLEE, Flight 

Barrow-in-Furness, Aug. 15th. F.R.F.PS. Class Dii, 
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“a ra National Insurance 

Po CHESHIRE LOCAL MEDICAL AND PANEL 

ve a t COMMITTEES 

ted mr A County Ante-natal and Child Welfare Scheme 

aces 7 the last quarterly meeting of the Local Medical and Panel 
a smittees for Cheshire, with Dr. R. T. TuRNeEr in the chair, 

., BS igo twas presented by a subcommittee on the proposed 


tion by the county council of an ante-natal and child 
A scheme similar to that already in operation in the 
n district of Winsford. It was generally agreed that the 

ion of yinsford scheme should be recommended to the county 
Of Hel ncil for application in the county wherever a scheme could 
ACtitioy stably be set up. The work in Winsford is carried out 
be loyal. general practitioners, who in the first nine months have 
Ng a melt with the cases of sixty-two women. The doctors of 
eview jh. jown have agreed to undertake the work on the following 
; as: health visitors, district nurses, and midwives, on 
tition ding engaged by expectant mothers, advise them to request 
he rela is own doctor to conduct the ante-natal examinations, and 
alary isfeiorm them that the council will pay the fee. If the case 
to buy & received early enough, two examinations are made, one 


taper mi the earlier part of the pregnancy, and the other at the 
ACCeptiyy: y-sixth week. The result of the examinations is recorded 
Of Servis a triplicate book of forms, one form being retained by the 
y. Actor, one sent to the medical officer of health, and the 


Sion offpird going to the midwife. The reports include pelvic 
© Suiitalfeasurements, analyses of urine, and other relevant matter. 
tracts @y the doctor has reason to foresee difficulty about which he 
tOO mufysires the opinion of a consultant, he informs the medical 
‘Tpfcer of health, and a gynaecological specialist, who is under 








> Standafeontract with the council, gives advice. It is felt that this 
e SaMedomvision meets the real need in occasional cases, and also 
ask thihe objection that might otherwise be raised against a general 
lel pradipactitioner scheme that it was inadequate to deal with cases 
te prag causing exceptional anxiety. For the examinations (including 
ties hale two examinations in the case of women who apply early) 


Coctonfthe council pays for each non-insured patient the sum of half 
their 0 guinea ; nothing is paid in the case of insured women, but 
‘Cy afin the reports themselves no distinction is made between the 
classes. The suggestion was made by the Dukinfield 
329/ICpistrict Medical Committee that payments should be made for 
uisleadifieports only, not for examination, a fee of 5s. being paid, 
Surdgike for insured and uninsured, but,the county committee was 
Ctition disposed to adhere to the Winsford scheme, which had already 
to. cea cured Ministerial approval. 
- frien 
ties, 4 
uld, ev 








Naval and Military Appointments 





ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
Surgeon Commanders F. G. Hitch to the Vernon ; H. H. Ormsby 
ad A. C. Shaw to the Victory, for Haslar Hospital; J. F. Pace 
to the Champion. 


Royat Navat VOLUNTEER RESERVE 

RY Surgeon Lieutenant Commanders B. W. C. Archer to the Pem- 

boke ; G. McCoull to the Victory, for Haslar Hospital. 

Sonal Surgeon Lieutenants M. P. Reddington (probationary) to the 
P'Pibisher; E. I. Puddy to the Victory ; C. Seely to the Victory, 

) distiiffor Haslar Hospital ; W. F. Lascelles to the Pembvoke. 

elcom@ Surgeon Sublieutenants A. P. Trimble and J. C. Moor to be 

nds Surgeon Lieutenants ; H. A. Lockhart to the Victory. 

sul Probationary Surgeon Sublieutenant J. D. Spillane to the Comus ; 

al P.M. Coats to the Enterprise. 

nbers 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
| Sho Major W. W. Pratt is placed on the half-pay list on account of 
-ussiong il health. 
ure ag Lieutenant (on probation) A. 
establishment. 
m§ 4 To be Lieutenants (on probation): G. Herbert, R. Johnston, 
J. B. George, G. A. Kane, W. B. F. Brennan, Second Lieutenant 
is pq J. C. Barnetson (from General List, T.A., Edinburgh University 
patté Contingent, O.T.C.), J. K. Campbell. 
The following Lieutenants (on probation) are seconded under the 
Provisions of Article 213, Royal Warrant for Pay and Promotion, 
cen 1931: T. M. R. Ahern, H. V. Tighe. 
and — 


oget é ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 

ess, Wing Commanders A. Grant to No. 1 Air Defence Group, pending 

id gy Posting at P.M.O.; R. S. Overton to Depot, Uxbridge, for duty 
as $.M.O. and C.O., Officers’ Hospital. 
Fight Lieutenants P. H. Perkins to Medical Training Depot, 
alton ; J. Hutchieson to Central Medical Establishment. 


aged Lieutenant E. A. Rice is transferred to the Reserve, 
ii, 


INSON, 












Macdonald is restored to the 


, 











REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
: Royat Army Menpicat Corps 
To be Lieutenant-Colonels: Major and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel 
T. J. Mitchell, D.S.O.; Major C. W. Bowle. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Royat Army Mepicat Corps 
J. FE. Foran (late Flight Lieutenant R.A.F. Medical Service) to be 
Lieutenant. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

Lieut.-Colonels J. R. J. Tyrrell, C.I.E., and F. P. Warwick, 
D.S.O., have retired from the service. 

The services of Major J. R. D. Webb, O.B.E., have been placed 
temporarily at the disposal of the Government of Madras for 
employment as Director of Public Health. 

The promotion of Major R. A. Warters to the rank of Major 
has been ante-dated to July 12th, 1927. 

Captain E. P. Carroll has relinquished his probationary appoiut- 
ment. 

To be Captains (prov., on probation): M. S. Gupta, D. N. 
Chakravarti, T. B. Pahlajani, A. Singh, S. Annaswami, S. Le}, 
Kk. Jilani, D. P. Nath, B. L. Taneja, H. M. Sein, H. H. Mahmocd. 

Lieutenant J. H. Boultbee to be Captain (prov.). 

Lieutenant R. A. Paton has resigned the service. 


COLORMIAL MEDICAL SFRYICTS 
Dr. A. H. Mowat appointed Medical Officer, Uganda; Dr. J. F. 
Ferni-Pearce appointed Medical Officer, Nigeria; Dr. E. I. Bicher 
has resigned his appointment as Medical Officer, Nigeria ; Dr. J. B. 
li Medical Officer, Nigeria, has been invalided from the 
ervice. 





b 





VACANCIES 
ALTRINCHAM GENERAL Hospitrat, Cheshire.—J.H.S. 
ASHFORD HospiraL, Kent.—R.M.O. (unmarried). 
ASHTON-UNDER-LyNE Districr INFIRMaRY.—R.S.O. (male). 
BARNSTAPLE: NortH Devon INFIRMARY.—R.M.O. 
BaRROW-IN-FURNESS: NortH LonspaLe HospiraLt.—H.S. 
Brprorp County Hospitat.—A.H.S. (male). 
Betu_em HospitaL, Beckenham.—Locumtenent M.O. 
BIRKENHEAD AND WIRRAL CHILDREN’S Hospitat.—H.S. 
BIRMINGHAM AND Mriptanp Skin Hosprrart.—Clinical Assistants. 
BLENCATHRA SANATORIUM, Cumberland.—Assistant to Medical Super- 
intendent. 
Bootite GENERAL Hospitat.—(1) C.O. (2) H.S. 
BRIGHTON, Hove, AND Preston DISPENSARY AND Hove Hospitat.— 
Hon. P. at Ditchling Road Dispensary. 
BrIGHTON: New Sussex HospitaL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.— 
(1) H.P. (2) Hon. Assistant Ophthalmic S. Women. 
Bristot City aND County Menta, Hospitat.—Fourth 
unmarried. 

Bristot Eve Hospitrat.—(1) R.H.S. 

Bristot Royat INFirMary.—H.P. 

BritisH Mepicat AssociaTion.—Scottish Medical Secretary. 

CAERNARVONSHIRE County Councit.—Deputy M.O.H. and A.S.M.O. 

CAMBRIDGE: ADDENBROOKE’S Hospitat.—(1) Two H.S. (2) Resident 
Anaesthetist and Emergency Officer (male). 

CarpirF Royat InrirmMary.—(1) H.P. (2) H.S. 

COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE Hospirat.—Two R.H.S. 

Croypon GeEneraL Hospirac.--S. in charge of Ear, 
Throat Department. 

CUMBERLAND INFIRMARY,. Carlisle.—(1) H.P. 
H.S. to Special Departments. 

DERBYSHIRE Royat InFrrMarY.—Ophthalmic H.S. 

Duptey: Guest Hosprrat.—H.S. 

East Ham Memoriat Hospirat.—(1) H.P. (2) H.S. and C.O. 

EprixpurGH Roya INFIRMARY.—Clinical Assistants in Ear, Nose, and 
Throat Department. 

Great YARMOUTH GENERAL Hospitat.—H.S. (male, unmarried). 

HarrROGATE GENERAL Hospitat.—H.P. (male). 

HarroGate INFIRMARY.—J.H.S. (male). 

Harrow AND WEALDSTONE Hospitat.—R.M.O. 

Hove: Lapy CuHicuHesterR Hospitrat.—J.H.P. (woman). 

Hutt Royat InrrrMary.—(1) Third H.S. to Parent Institution. 
(2) H.P. to Sutton Branch Hospital. Males. 

Jewisu Maternity Hosprrat, Underwood Street, E.1.—R.M.O. 

Kenr aND CANTERBURY HospitTaL.—H.S. (male). 

Kent County OPHTHALMIC AND AuRAL Hospirat, Maidstone.—H.S, 
(male) to Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. 

LancésutrRE County Councit.—J.R.M.O. at Lake Hospital 
Darnton House. 

Lreeps Ciry.—Chief Assistant M.O.H. 

LEICESTER Royat InrirMary.—(1) H.P. (2) H.S.’s and C.H.S 

Liverpoot Eye anp Ear InfirMary.—H.S. to Ophthalmic Dep: rt- 
ment. 

Liverpoot Open-Arr Hosprtat FoR CHILDREN, Leasowe.—].R.M.O. 

Lonpon Country Councit.—A.M.O. (male) at Queen Mary’s Hes- 
pital, Sidcup. 

LonpoN ‘TEMPERANCE HospitTat, 
(male). 


A.M.O., 


(2) Anaesthetist. 


Nose, aiid 


(2) Second H.S. (3) 


and 


Hampstead Road, N.W.1.—li.P. 
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Lowestort AND Nortu SuFFo_k Hospitrat.—J.H.S. 

MancuesreR NORTHERN HospitaL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.—(1) 
Sa.5. (2) J-5:S. 

MANCHESTER Roya. Eye Hospirat.-—J.H.S. 

Mancuester Royar InrirMary.—Technical Assistant for Clinical 
Laboratory Work. 

MAncuester: Royat MANCHESTER CHILDREN’S Hosprrat.—(1) R.M.O. 
(2) Two A.M.O.’s ior Out-patients’ Department. 

MarGate: Royat Sea Barxuinc Hospirat FoR SurGIcaL ‘TUBER- 
CULOsIS.—H.S. (male). 

MExsporouGH: MontaGu Hosprrat.—J.H.S. (lady). 

Mrppiesex Hosprrar, W.1.—Dental H.S. 

Murer Generar Hospirar, Greenwich Road, S.E.10.—(1) C.O. (2) 
H.P. Males. 

Natrona Hospitat ror Diseases or THE Heart, Westmoreland 
Street, W.1.—(1) R.M.O. (2) Out-patient M.O. Males. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-[YNE: HospitaL FOR Sick CHILDKEN.—(1) H.P. 
(2) Senior H.S. (3) Junior H.S. 

Norro_k ann Norwicu Hospirat.—(1) H.S. (2) H.P. Males. 

NOTTINGHAM GENERAL DispENSARY.—R.S. (male, unmarried). 

Princess Loutse KenstnGton Hospirat FOR CHILDREN, W.10.—H.P. 

@urEEN’s HosprraL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney Road, E.2.—Assistant S. 

RICHMOND, SURREY: Royat Hosprrar.—J.H.S. (male). 

RocueEster: St. BartHoroMew’s Hosprrar.—H.P. (male, unmarried). 

RorHEerRHAM Hosprrar.—C.H.S. (male). 

Rovat Nationar OrtHoparpic Hosprrat, Great Portland Street, 
W.—(1) Two H.S. (2) H.S. for Country Branch, Brockley Hill. 
Rovat Watertoo Hosprrat FOR CHILDREN AND WoMmeEN, Waterloo 
Road, $.E.1.—Hon. Clinical Assistant at Rheumatism Supervisory 

Centre for Children. 

Sr. Peter’s iosprrat FoR Srone, Henrietta Street, W.C.2.—H.S. 
(male). 

SALISBURY: GENERAL INFIRMARY.—H.P. (male, unmarried). 

SEAMEN’S HosprraL Socrery.—(1) H.P. and H.S. at Dreadnought 
Hospital, Greenwich. (2) H.P. at Hospital for Tropical Diseases, 
Endsleigh Gardens. (3) R.M.O. at Albert Dock Hospital. Males. 

SHEFFIELD Royat Hospitrar.—(1) Ophthalmic H.S. (2) Anaesthetist. 

SHEFFIELD: Royart INFirMary.—(1) Assistant Aural and Ophthalmic 
H.S. (2) H.S. and Second Assistant C.O 

SHREWSBURY: Royat Sarop InrirMary.—C.O. and Resident Anaes- 
thetist. 

SOUTHAMPTON CHILDREN’S Hospital AND DIspENSARY FOR WOMEN.— 
R.M.O. (lady). 

SoutH-EasterN Hosprirat FOR CHILDREN, Sydenham, S.E.26.— 
A.R.M.O, (lady). 

STAFFORDSHIRE GENERAL JNFIRMARY, Stafford.—H.S. 

Srockreort INFIRMARY.—H.P. (male). 

STOCKTON AND THORNABY Hosp:taL.—J.R.M.O. (male). 

SUNDERLAND: CHILDREN’S HospiraL.—R.M.O. 

Swansea GENERAL AND [ye Hosprrat.—H.P. (male, unmarried). 

TAUNTON AND SomersEt Hospirar, Taunton.—S.H.S. 

Torsay Hosprras, Torquay.—(1) H.R. (2) H.S. Unmarried. 

UGanpa Mission Hosprrar.—kR.M.O. 

Wattasey: Victoria CENTRAL Hospitat.—J.H.S. (male). 

WaLTHAMsStow: ConnatGHtr Hosprrar.--S.R.H.S. (male). 

West BromMwicH AND Disrricr GENERAL Hospirat.—H.P. (male, 
untoarried). 

West Lonpon Hospiriar. Hammersmith Road, W.6.—(1) Resident 
A.S, (2) H.P. (3) Two H.S. (4) Resident Anaesthetist. Males. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE GENERAL Hospirat.—H.s. 

WiGan: Rovyvar InfirMary.—H.S. (male). 

WortHING Hosprtat.—H.S. (male). 

York: Crry Mentat Hospirar, Fulford.—A.M.O. 

CERTIFYING Factory SurGceon.—The appointment at Wolston 
(Warwicks) is vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of 
Factories, Home Olfice, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


This list of vacanctes is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be received not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Gittins, Sir Harold D., C.B.E., F.R.C.S., Honorary Consulting 
Surgeon, Ministry of Pensions. 

Sr. LTHomas’s Hospitat.—Registray to the Surgical Unit: R. K, 
Bowes, F.R.C.S.Eng. Casualty Officers and Resident Anaes- 
thetists : A. W. Vaisey, M.B., B.Chir.Cantab. (Unit), L. T. Bond, 
Mon... es... 1 Ssowerbutts, M.B., BoChircantab.. + 1 
Jones, M. e. BS Lond. J. H. Beilby, M.B., B.Chir Cantab, 
(Unit), J. . Bioss, MCS... LARC.P. OR. 9. Purlong: BiB. 
$.5.Lond., W. Mimpriss, M.B., B.S.Lond. Resident House- 
Physicians : R. S. Stacey, M:B., 3.Chir.Cantab., G. Hale, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M. M. St. G. Johnstone, M-B., B.Chir. 
Cantab., R. H. Fish, M.B., B.Chir.Cantab. Resident Honse- 
Physician (for Children): F. Bell, B.M., B.Ch.Oxon. Resident 
House-Surgeons: D. A. S. Blair, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., N. H. L. 
Ridley, M.B., B.Chir. Cantab., D. R. Steen, M.B., B.Chir. 
Cantab., C. EK. P. Markby, M.B., B.Chir.Cantab. Resident House- 





Wlenmntoe and Appointments Cote “faa wi 


‘ew! : (Ean) af R. Parkes,. M.R.C.S L.R¢ : 
A. B. Carter, M.B., B.C hir.Cantab., Or » ( 
ford, MRCS. LCP. Obstetric (rth R¢ 
N. ", Alexander, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P 

M.B., B.Chir.Cantab. Ophthalmic fone . 

J. D. J. Freeman, MRCS. L.RCP. Chief eu 
Clinical Assistants : Throat, (Chief Assistant) W. sistant 
M.S.Lond., F.R.CS.Eng., J. W. McLaren, MR@elll 
Skin, R.A. Beaver, MRCS, LR.C.P., KV. Bap? Ee 
LRP. W. H. Mylechreest, MRCS. L:RCP. Bagel 
Ta: Harker, M.B., B.Chir.Cantab., R. G. W, South 
L.R.C.P., S..O. Widmann, V.R.C.S., L -R.C.P, Childney? it 
ao oh eee ee B:Ch.Oxon., J. Wee 
MLR.C.S., L.R.C.P., R. Macl. Paton, MRCS. L ers 


-Physic tans : 3 





— 


Rusby, B.M., B.Ch. Oxon. A. G. Sanders, M.R.CS. ,LRC i. — 


Wild, M.R.C:S., L.R.C.P.. Psychological Medici it 
R. M. MacFarlane, M.D., Ch.B.Edin., D.P.M. veh i 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. | Tuberculosis, R. E, Adam, "Mi 


L.R.C.P., J. H. Spence, M.B.,  B.Ch.Cantab 

R. J. vV. Battle, M. .; 2905, dake Ou Electro-cardioganh 

Beaver, M.R.C.S., LRP. Ante-natal, G. B, palo Jpsurance 
MRCS, LRP, CH, Wrigley, MB. Bch¢ 


Venere al, J. R. Heming, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P, Neurological, 


Propos 


Barker, M. B., B.Ch.Cantab., J. W. "Macmillan, M.R.CS,, LR HB CURRENT 


Several other gentlemen “have received extensions_ of 
appointments, 
CertieyING Factory SuRGEONS.—J. } 
the Moreton-in-Marsh District, co. Gloucester ; A. T. Ja 
M.R.C.S., 1..R.C.P., for the Carmarthen District, " 


————| 
British Medical Assoriation 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1 





Departments 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary 
Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, 
Mepicat Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London), 
Epitor, British MEDICAL JOURNAL (Telegrams: Aitiology W: 
London). 
Telephone numbers of British Medical Association and Bri 
Medical Journal, Museum 9861, 9862, 9863, and 9864 (i 
exchange, four lines). 














Scottish Mepicat Secretary: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, 
burgh. (Telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel; 
Edinburgh). 

Ir1sw Mepicat SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, 
(Telegrams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 

Diary of the Association 
AUGUST 


31 Mon. West Middlesex Division: Final meeting, 2.30 p.m, 








DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURiS 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS 
Lectures by Dr. Harley Williams: Fri., 7.30 p.m., at Town ii 
Kirkwall ; Sat., 7.30 p.m., at Town Hall, Stromness. 





POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES 
Sr. Mark’s Hosprrar, City Road, E.C.1.—Thurs., 4.30 p.m, 
J. I<. Hasler, Spinal Anaesthesia. 
Liverpoot UNIVERSITY CLINICAL ScHoot ANTE-Natat Curnics.—Ro 
Infirmary: Mon. and Thurs., 10.30 a.m. Maternity Hospit 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcement of Births, Marnages, 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the ni 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in 
ensure insertion in the current tssue. 


BIRTHS 
Burmayn.—On August 18th, 1931, to Muriel Louise, wife of Midi 
W. Bulman, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., of Rivington, .Newma 
Road, Norwich—a daughter. 
Simpson.—At Roslea, Bamber Bridge, near Preston, on August 
to Dr. and Mrs. W. A. Simpson—a son, 


MARRIAGE 
SraLey—Warp.—On August 8rd, 1931, at Nagpur, Central Provit 
India, Henry Samble Staley, M.A.(Cantab.), of te S 
Educational Service, to Jessy Winifred W: ard, M.B., Ch.B. 
DEATHS 
Bisuor.—On August 18th, 1931, at Whaley House, Melton Mow 
Phyllis, wife of G. S. Armitage Bishop, M.B., F.R.CS. 
Eviiorr.--At Dhu Varren, Portrush, co. honitians on August 
Mary, beloved wife of Colonel C. R. Elliott, A.ML.S. (etic. 
Mavupe.—On June &th, at the British and American. Hoy 
Venice, Charles Edmund Maude, B.A.Oxon., M.B., C.Mi 
husband of Alice Maude and son of the late Thomas Mai 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 
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